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DIODORUS SICULUS.
BOOK III.
PREFACK
THE first of the two Books preceding, contains the acts of the antient kings of Egypt, and the fabulous history of the Egyptian gods; of those things reported of the river Nile; of their fruits, divers kinds of beasts, the situation of the country, and of their laws and courts of justice. In the second are comprehended the affairs of Asia, the acts of the Assyrians in antient times, and amongst them the birth and advancement of Semiramis; how she built the city of Babylon, and many other cities, and invaded the In​dians with a mighty army. We have treated there likewise of the Chaldeans, and their art in astronomy; of Arabia, and the wonderful things there; of the Amazons; and lastly, of the Hyperboreans, and the island of Taprobane. In the ensuing book, pursuing such things as are coherent with those that went before, we shall treat of the E-thiopians and Africans, and of the Atlantic islands.

CHAP. I.

Of the Ethiopians ; their letters, Utwsf arms, religion, and funerals. Description of several parts of the country. Manner of making gold. The Ichthyophages, their several sorts, and way of living.
THE Ethiopians say, that they were the first men that ever were in the world; and that, to prove this, they have clear demonstrations. For they say, they are natives of the country, and not strangers that came to settle there; and are therefore, by general consent, almost of all men, called Autochthones; and that, in every man's opinion, it is most probable, that those who inhabit the south, were the first liv​ing men that sprang out of the earth.    For being that the heat of the
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sun at first exhaled the moisture of the earth, and, in the first produc​tion of all things, influenced it with a quickening virtue, they say, it is very rational to conclude, that those places nearest to the son should have been the first parents of all living creatures.
It is affirmed among them, that they were the first that instituted religious worship and pompous sacrifices, with solemn assemblies, and other things used in the service and to the honour of the gods: and they hold, that the sacrifices of the Ethiopians are the most ac​ceptable to the gods of any other; and in testimony hereof, they pro​duce the most antient poet, and of the greatest authority amongst the Grecians, who in his Iliad introduces Jupiter, with the rest of the gods travelling in Ethiopia to the anniversary sacrifice and solemn festival prepared for them by the Ethiopians.
For Jove and all the gods are gone to feast With pious Ethiopians in the west
And they say, it is very evident that the gods reward them for their piety, for that they were never brought into subjection by any foreign prince, but always remained a free people, and at perfect peace among themselves. And though many, and those most potent princes.like-wise, have invaded, yet none have succeeded in their attempts. For Cambyses, making in upon them with mighty forces, was in danger both to have lost his life and his whole army. And Semiramis, who was so famous both for her skill and success in arms, having entered but a little way into Ethiopia, presently saw it was to no purpose to think of conquering that nation.
Hercules, likewise, and Bacchus, who ran through the whole world,. forbore only the Ethiopians, being awed by the piety of that people, and discouraged with the difficulty of the attempt.
The Ethiopians likewise say, that the Egyptians are a colony drawn out from them by Osiris; and that Egypt was formerly no part of the continent, but a sea, at the beginning of the world; but that, after​wards, it was by degrees made land by the river Nile, which brought down slime and mud out of Ethiopia. Aud that that country was made dry land, by heaps of earth forced down by the river, they say, is ap​parent by evident signs, about the mouths of the Nile. For always, every year, may be seen fresh heaps of mud cast up at the mouths of the river by the working of the sea, and the land increased by it. Moreover, they affirm, that most of the Egyptian laws are the same with those in Ethiopia, the colony still observing the customs of their ancestors; and that they learnt from the Ethiopians the costom of deifying their kings, and their care and costs in their burials, and such like things used amongst them; besides the making of statues, and the characters of their letters.   For whereas the Egyptians have corn-
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moo and ordinary characters used promiscuously by all the inhabi​tants, and likewise those they call sacred, known only by the priests, privately taught them by their parents; yet the Ethiopians use both those sorts without any difference or distinction. The several col* leges of the priests (they say) observe one and the same order and discipline in both the nations. For as many as are so consecrated for divine service, are wholly devoted to purity and religion, and in both countries are shaven alike, and are clothed with the like stoles and attire, and carry a sceptre like unto a plow-share, such as their kings likewise bear, with high crowned caps tufted at the top, wreathed round with serpents called asps; by which is seemed to be signified, that those who contrive any thing against the life of the king are as. sure to die, as if they were stung with the deadly bite of the asp. ' Many other things they report of their antiquity, and of a colony of them heretofore carried away into Egypt, of which it is necessary further to write.
But lest we should omit things that are antient and remarkable, it is fit something should be said of the Ethiopic characters, and of those which the Egyptians call hieroglyphics.
The Ethiopic letters represent the shapes of divers beasts, parts and members of men's bodies, and artificers' tools and instruments. ' For by their writing they do not express any thing by composition of syllables, but by the signification of images and representations, the . meaning of them being engraven and fixed in the memory by use and exercise. For sometimes they draw the shape of a kite, croco​dile, or serpent, sometimes the members of a man's body, as the eye, the hand, the face, and such like. The kite signifies all things that are quickly'despatched; because this bird flies the swiftest almost of any other. For reason presently applies it by a suitable interpreta​tion to every thing that is sudden and quick, or of such nature, as ■ perfectly as if they had been spoken. The crocodile is the emblem of malice: the eye the preserver of justice, and the guard of the body. Amongst the members of the body, the right hand, with open fingers, signifies plenty, the left, with the fingers close, preservation and cus​tody of men's goods and estates.
The same way of reasoning extends to all other parts of the body, and the forms of tools and all other things; for being that they dili​gently pry into the hidden signification of every thing, and have their minds and memories daily employed with continual exercise, they exactly read and understand every thing couched within the hieroglyphics.
A great part of the Ethiopian laws differ very much from other nations, especially those which concern the election of their kings:
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for they pick out the best of their priests out of every rank and order, and whomsoever of those so chosen, their revelling god (which they carry about according to custom) does first lay hold of, the people make king, and forthwith fall down upon their knees, and worship as a god, and render him other honours, as he to whom the authority of the chief magistrate is committed by divine providence.

Being so elected, he orders the course of his life according as the law has prescribed; and, governing in all other respects according to the customs of the country, he neither confers rewards, nor inflicts punishments upon any, but according to the antient laws ratified and approved by his ancestors from the beginning.

It is a law among them
That no subject shall be put to death,

nor condemned to die, though he be ever so guilty: but one of the lictors is sent to the criminal, bearing before him the badge or sign of death; upon sight of which, the party goes home and kills himself. It is not lawful to change his punishment by wilful banishment, and flying into-other countries, as it is the custom of the Greeks. And therefore they report, that one once preparing to fly out of Ethiopia, after the sign of death was sent to him by the king, that his mother discerning his design, fastened her garter about his neck, and he ne​ver in the least lifted up his hands to hinder her, but underwent all-till he was strangled to death, lest he should leave behind him a blot and stain upon his kindred and family. And above all, that custom is most strange which relates to the death of the kings; for those priests that arc employed in the service of the gods at Meroe,who are here of greatest authority, whensoever they please, they send a mes​senger to the king, commanding him to put himself to death; for that such is the pleasure of the gods, and that it is not lawful for any to despise the commands of the gods; adding also other reasons, which a plain and honest mind, inured to an antient and constant custom, (and not being furnished with sufficient arguments to e-vince the unreasonableuess of the commands), is easily induced to believe.

And so in former ages, the kings, without force or compulsion of arms, but merely bewitched by a fond superstition, observed the cus​tom; till Ergamenes, a king of Ethiopia, who reigned in the time of Ptolemy the Second, (bred up in the Grecian discipline and philoso​phy), was the first that was so bold as to reject and despise such com​mands. For this prince, assuming the spirit and courage becoming a king, marched with a considerable body of men to the place (very difficult of access) where stood the golden temple of the Ethiopians, and there cut the throats of all the priests; and having abolished that antieut barbarous custom, reformed what appertained to the service
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of the gods in such manner as he thought' fit. There is, moreover, a strange and wonderful law amongst the great officers of the king's household, which continues, they say, to this very day. For it is a custom amongst the Ethiopians, that if the king be maimed or debi​litated upon any occasion in any member of his body, all his house​hold servants do the same thing to themselves: for they hold it a base and unworthy thing, that if the king be lame, for his servants to attend upon him with whole and sound limbs, and not all to be lame as well as he. * And that it is a thing most unworthy of true and firm friendship, not to sympathize and bear a share both in prosperity and adversity, in sorrow and sadness, and in the pains and deficiencies of the body. They say, moreover, that it is a custom for the king's do​mestic servants to put themselves to death when their kings die, and such death they account honourable, and as a testimony of their sin​cere love to their prince; and therefore it is no easy matter for the Ethiopians to assassinate any of the king's friends, being that both they and the king are careful and solicitous for the mutual preserva​tion of each other.
These are the laws of those Ethiopians that inhabit the capital city and the island Meroe, and those tracts that lie next unto Egypt. But there are many other Ethiopian nations, whereof some dwell on both sides the rker Nile, and in the islands in the river;'others bor​der upon Arabia, and some are seated in the heart of Africa. The greatest part of these, especially those in and about the river, are blacks, flat faced, have curled hair, exceeding fierce and cruel, and in their manners like beasts, not so much in their natural temper as in their studied and contrived pieces of wickedness. Their whole bo​dies are filthy and nasty, and their nails long like wild beasts, and cruel one towards another. They have a shrill voice, and in regard they are never taught by any how to lead a more civilized course of life, (in that way of education as others are), they mightily differ from us in all their manners.
Some of them carry shield's made of the raw hide of an ox, and short lances; others, darts with forked points: sometimes they use bows of wood four cubits long, and discharge their arrows, by forcing the bow with the help of their foot, and when their shafts are spent, they fail on with clubs. They arm likewise their women, till they attain to such an age; many of whom use to hang a brass ring at their lips. Some of them never wear any clothes, but go naked all their lives long, and shelter themselves from the scorching heat of the suit only with such helps and defences as in their way they can meet withal. Some of them cut off sheep's tails, and bind them about their loins to cover their privities: others make use of beast's
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skins for this purpose. Some there are that are clothed round their loins with breeches made of the hair of their heads; for toe nature of the ground is such that the sheep carry no fleeces.
Their meat is a certain fruit that grows about die poola and marshes: some pluck off the tender branches of small trees, and with them cover themselves from the heat of the southern sun. Sous* sow Sesamus and Lotus: and others live upon certain tender roots of canes. And many of them that are good archers maintain them​selves with abundance of fowl they kill. But most of them live apes flesh, milk, and cheese. Those thit inhabit the parts above Menu have two opinions concerning the gods.
Some of them say they are eternal and incorruptible: amongst which they reckon the sun, moon, and the entire universe. Others they conceive were at first mortal men, but for their virtue and their benefits procured to mankind, purchased immortal honour. They especially worship Isis, Pan, Hercules, and Jupiter, whom they ac​count to be the greatest benefactors to mankind. But some few of the Ethiopians are of opinion that there are no gods at all: and these fly to the marslies from the sun when it rises, as from an im​placable enemy.
They have laws, likewise, different from all other nations, about their funerals. Some throw their dead into the river, as looking upon that to be the best sort of burial. Others, by pouring upon these melted glass, keep them in their houses; because they think it not convenient or decent that their countenances should not be known by their kindred, or that tliey should be forgotten by their posterity. Some bury them in earthen coffins, about their temples; and to swear by their names is counted the most sacred oath. Those that are most beautiful some of them choose to be their king, judging that regal power and beauty are always the gifts of fortune. Others intrust die royal power in the hands of the most industrious shepherds, as such as would make it their business to take most care for the good of their subjects. Others bestow the kingdom upon those that are richest, judging such only most able, by their riclies, to supply the wants of their people.
There are others that are for the advancing them to the throne, who are most approved fur their valour; because they judge those that are conquerors to be most worthy of honour.
That part of the country in Libya that borders upon the Nile, is the most pleasant and richest for all manner of provision; for the mo​rasses afford the most advantageous shelters against the parching heat of the sun, and therefore the Ethiopians and Africans quarrel, and are at continual wars one with auotber for the possession of that
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place. Herds likewise of elephants out of the higher Libya, (as some write), come down into4 those parts, because of the abundance of pas​ture, and the sweetness of it. For there are wonderful morasses, abounding in all sorts of food, all along the banks of the river, and here they are held by the mouth, when they taste the sweetness of those reeds and canes that grow here, and so eat up the food of the inhabitants; and therefore the people are forced to resort to these places for relief, (being shepherds, and living in tents), making that their country where they can find the most plenty.
The herds of elephants of which we before hinted, leave the upper parts for wsnt of pasture, which is presently burnt up there by the heat of the sun. For, by reason of the scorching heat, and want both of spring and river water, the grass is parched up, and none to be had.
Some write, that in the deserts and other wild places, (as they are called), are bred a world of serpents of a wonderful bigness. These, {they say), whh great fury and violence, set upon the elephants at the brink of the waters, clasping themselves in many circles round their thighs, and sticking fast there so long, as that at length the beasts (tired out by their great and weighty hulk) fall down in a foanaing sweat to the ground; upon which, others in multitudes com​ing in, they presently devour them, and that with ease, the poor creatures being so unwieldy, as scarce able to move themselves. If for some reason or other, they succeed not in their attempt, (out of eagerness to their natural food), tliey pursue not the elephants to the river's bank before mentioned: for they say these vast serpents avoid all they can the open fields, and abide about the feet and hollows of the mountains, in deep holes and caves. And hence it is, that they leave not those places so fit for their shelter and defence, nature teach​ing every creature to make use of that which is most helpful to it, and to avoid what is hurtful.
And thus much we have thought fit to say of the Ethiopians and their country: and now something is to be said of the historians* for many have written such things concerning Egypt and Ethiopia as deserve not the least credit, inasmuch as the authors were either too easy to believe lies, or else in sport and for diversion invented shea themselves.
But Agatfaarchsdes of Cnidus, in his second book of the affaire of Asia; Artemidorus tlie Ephestan, in his eighth book of geography; and some others that were natural Egyptians, who have written his​tories of the things hereinbefore by us related, have in their writings nearly pursued the truth. And I myself, in the time of my travelling and sojourning in Egypt, associated with many of the priests, and
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conferred with many ambassadors and others sent out of Ethiopia, whence, having exactly come to the knowledge of every thing, and having likewise examined the several relations of the historians, have framed and moulded my history so as to suit with those things wherein all of them agreed and consented.
But this shall suffice to be said of the western Ethiopians.
"We shall now speak a little of those inhabiting the southern parts, and towards the Red sea. But it is fit first that we say something of the making of gold in these parts.
In the confines of Egypt, and the neighbouring countries of Ara​bia and Ethiopia, there is a place full of rich gold mines, out of which, with much cost and pains of many labourers, gold is dug. The soil here naturally is black, but in the body of the earth run many white veins, shining with white marble, and glistering with all sorts of other bright metals j out of which laborious mines those ap​pointed overseers cause the gold to be dug up by the labour of a vast multitude of people. For the kings of Egypt condemn to these mines notorious criminals, captives taken in war, persons sometimes falsely accused, or such against whom the king is incensed; and that not only they themselves, but sometimes all their kindred and relations together with them, are sent to work here, both to punish them, and by their labour to advance the profit and gain of the king; There are infinite numbers upon these accounts thrust down into these mines, all hound in fetters, where they work continually, without being admitted any rest night or day, and so strictly guarded, that there is uo possibility or way left to make an escape. For they set over them barbarians, soldiers of various and straoge languages, so that it is not possible to corrupt any of the guard, by discours​ing one with another, or by the gaining insinuations of a familiar converse.
The earth which is hardest and full of gold they soften by putting fire under it, and then work it out with their hands: the rocks thus softened, and made more pliant and yielding, several thousands of profligate wretches break it in pieces with hammers and pickaxes. There is one artist that is the overseer of the whole work, who marks out the stone, and shews the labourers the way and manner how he would have it done. Those that are the strongest amongst them that are appointed to this slavery, provided with sharp iron pickaxes, cleave the marble-sinning rock by mere force and strength, and not by art or slight of hand. They undermine not the rock in a direct line, but follow the bright shining vein of the mine.
They carry lamps fastened to their foreheads to give them light, being otherways in perfect darkness in the various windings and
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tuniiogs wrought in the mine; and having their bodies appearing sometimes of one colour and sometimes of another (according to the nature of the mine where they work) they throw the lumps and pieces of the stone cut out of the rock upon the floor. And thus they are employed continually, without intermission, at the very nod of the overseer or tax-master/who lashes them severely besides. And there are little boys that attend upon the labourers in the mine, and with great labour and toil gather up the lumps and pieces hewed out of the rock as they are cast upon the ground, and carry them forth and lay them upon the bank. Those that are about thirty years of age take a piece of the rock of such a certain quantity, and pound it in a stone mortar with iron pestles till it be as small as a vetch, then those little stones so pounded are taken from them by women and older men, who cast them into mills that stand together there near at hand in a long row, and, two or three of them being employed at one t mill, they grind it so long till it be as small as fine meal, according to the pattern given them. No care at all is taken of the bodies of these poor creatures, so that they have not a rag so much as to cover their nakedness, and no man tliat sees them can choose but most commiserate their sad and deplorable condition. For though they are sick, maimed, or lame, no rest, no intermission in the least, is allowed them: neither the weakness of old age, nor women's infir​mities, are any plea to excuse them; but all are driven to their work with blows and cudgelling, till at length, overborn with the intoller-able weight of their misery, they drop down dead in the midst of their insufferable labours; so that these miserable creatures always expect worse to come titan that which they then at present endure, aud therefore long for death, as far more desirable than life.

At length the masters of the work take the stone thus ground to^ powder, and carry it away in order to the perfecting of it. They spread the mineral so ground upon a broad board, somewhat hollow and lying shelving, and, pouring water upon it, rub it and cleanse it, and so all the earthy and drossy part being separated from the rest by the water, it runs off the board, and the gold, by reason of its weight, re​mains behind. Then washing it several times again, they first rub it lightly with their hands; afterwards they draw up the earthy and % drossy matter with slender spunges gently applied to the powdered dust, till it be clean pure gold. At last other workmen take it away by weight and measure, and these put it into earthen urns, and, ac​cording to the quantity of the gold in every urn, they mix with it some lead, grains of salt, a little tin, and barley bran. Then cover​ing every pot close, and carefully daubing them over with clay, they put them in a furnace, where they abide five days and nights togc-
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ther; then, after they have stood to coot a convenient time, nothing of the other matter is to be found in the pots, but only pure refined gold, some little thing diminished in the weight.
And thus is gold prepared in the borders of Egypt, and perfected Cand completed with so many and so great toils and vexations. And therefore I cannot but conclude that nature itself teaches us, that as gold is got with labour and toil, so it is kept with difficulty, creates every where the greatest cares, and the use of it mixed both with pleasure and sorrow.
Yet the invention of those metals is very antient, being found oat and made use of by the antient kings.
Now We shall treat of those nations that lie scattered along the coasts of the Red sea, and through Troglodyte and the southern parts of Ethiopia.
And first we shall speak of the Ichtbyophages, who inhabit the sea-coasts all along as far as from Carmania and Gedrosia, to the ut​termost point of the Red sea, which runs up into the land an in* credible long way, and at the entrance into it lies bounded on one side with Arabia the Happy, and with the country of the Troglodytes on the other.
Some of the barbarians go stark naked, and their wives and children. are as common among them as their flocks and herds.   They know nothing either of pleasure or sorrow but what is natural, like brute beasts, and have no apprehension either of good or evil.   They in* habit not far from the very brink of the sea shore, where there are not only deep caves, but craggy cliffs, and strait and narrow vallies, divided naturally into many crooked windings and turnings; which being of their own nature useful to the inhabitants, they make up the passages both in and out with heaps of great stones, and make use of those places instead of nets to catch their fish.   For when the tide comes in and overflows the coasts (as it does twice every day about the third and ninth hour) and the sea covers the strand up to the brinks of the banks, together with the tide it brings in a vast number of all sorts of fish within the land, which at the first are kept within those parts next to the sea, but afterwards for food disperse them* selves about those hollow caverns; but when the tide ebbs, and the water by degrees leaves the hollows, and reflows through those heaps of stones, the fish within those caverns are left destitute of water. Upon which all the barbarians, (as if they were roused up by one ge​neral shout), with their wives and children, flock to the place.   Yet they divide themselves into several companies, and each run with an hideous shout to their several places, as if a prey were suddenly and unexpectedly presented to them.   Then the women and children
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gather the lhtle fish next to the shore, and throw them upon the dry land as fast as they can gather them; and tlte men and more able people busy themselves in catching the great and strong fish; for the sea not only casts up the huge lobsters, lampreys, and dog-fish, but also the sea calves, and many such like, both of strange names and shape. They master not these creatures with arms made by the artist, bat strike them through with the sharp goat's horns, and wound and cut them with rough stones broken off from the rock. For necessity in every thing instructs nature what to do, and readily complies with that which seems most useful and advantageous in the present exigency.
After they have got their number in heaps together, they carry away their booty, and put all they have caught into stone pots turned towards the sooth: the fish being, as it were even by fire, fried by the heat of the son ; after a small time they turn them upon the other side, then they take them by the tails and shake them, and the flesh thus scalded and softened by the sun, falls of; but the bones they heap together in one place, and keep them for theii use, as shall be hereafter related. Then they boil their flesh in a little stone pot for a certain time, mixing with them the seed of a fruit called Paliurus. By working of this together, it becomes a lump of one and the same colour, and this seems as if it were a sauce to their meat. At last, this that is thus brought into a body they spread upon long tiles, and lay it forth to dry in the sun; which, after it has been dried a little, (lying down together) they merrily feed upon, and eat not according to weight and measure, but as every one thinks fit, making their na​tural appetite the measure of their repast. For they have always enough of this store to resort unto, as if Neptune performed the office of Ceres. Yet sometimes the sea rises so high, that all the shores are overflowed for many days together, so that none dare attempt to come near; in the mean time, therefore, (wanting food) they first gather shell-fish of such a vast magnitude, as that some of them weigh four minas. These they break in pieces with huge great stones, and eagerly guttle up the raw fish in them, which are in taste much like oysters.
If by storms and winds the sea continues long in a high tide, and that they are hindered by tempestuous weather from taking of fish, they first (as is said before) betake themseves to the shell-fish; and when these fail, they run to the heaps of bones, and from among them pick out those that are fresh and moist, and divide them one joint from another, and some they presently gnaw in pieces with their teeth, and others that are more hard they bruise with stones, and feed upon them like so many beasts in their dens.   And thus they
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provide dry food for themselTes: and as to that which is moist and juicy, their use of it is wonderful and past belief: for they fish continually for four days successively, In the mean time eating mer​rily together in great fiocfcs and companies, congratulating one ano​ther with harsh and discordant songs without any melodious harmony} flien they fall promiscuously, as every man's lot chances, to company with their women, for procreation sake; minding no business, nor taking any eare for any thing, having so much plenty ready at hand. But the fifth day, they go in droves to get drink, to those tracts lying under the feet of the mountains, where are many springs of sweet water, whither, likewise, the shepherds drive their flocks for the same purpose. Neither do they differ much from herds of cattle, as they go making a horrid noise, without any articulate voice. In this pro​cession the mothers carry their sueking children continually hi their arms, and the fathers after they are weaned; but, after they are five years old, they run before their parents very jocund and playful, at if they were going to some delightful and pleasant recreation. For, not being of a froward and discontented temper, they place their ehiefest good in having sufficient to supply their necessities, never seeking any further addition to their happiness in gaming more* When they come to the shepherds' watering places, they gorge them​selves with water to that degree, that when they return they can scarce walk, they are so heavy and unwieldy.
All that day they eat nothing, but every one lies groveling upon the ground like a drunken man, whh their bellies almost burst, and scarce able to breath. And the next day they fall a feeding upon their fish; and this course and round they run in this manner of feeding all the days of their lives. But those people who live thus within the strait narrow caves near to the sea-shore, by reason of the plainness and meanness of their diet, though they are scarce ever sick, yet are far shorter-lived than our own countrymen.
As for those other that live farther beyond the gulf, their way of living is much more strange, who naturally never covet any drink, nor are affected with any passion: for their lot falling to be in the deserts, in places unfit for human habitation, tliey feed plentifully, by catching of fish, but matter not any other food; and in regard they eat their fish slaby, and almost raw, they are so far from coveting drink, that they know not what it is to drink. They are therefor* contented with what Providence has provided for them, accounting themselves liappy in this respect, that they are not affected with that troublesome passion, the sense of want. And that which is most to be admired is, that they so far exceed all other men in freedom front boisterous passions, that what we sliall now relate is scarce credible*
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But many Egyptian merchants, who in their voyage thiough the Bed eea have arrived at the country of the Iebtnyophege*, have avowed it to me to be a certain truth, that they are not in the leant moved with any thing. And Ptolemy the Third, who had a great desire to bunt the elephants that were bred in that country, sent Simia, one of his friends, to view the place; who, being furnished with sufficient provision for his journey, exactly and diligently ob* served the manner of those nations lying along the sea-shore, as Aga-tbarcbides of Cnidus the historian relates. Amongst other things he says, that the Ethiopians in those parts are not affected with any dis​turbing passion; that they never drink, nor have tbe least ap​petite ot inclination thereunto, far the reasons before mentioned* He affirms, moreover, that they have no converse or discourse with any stranger, nor are moved or concerned at the sight of any, but, fixing their eyes upon them, are no more moved nor affected than m if no person at all were near them. Nay, if they be assaulted (he says) with drawn swords, they will not stir; and though tliey are hurt and wounded, yet they are not in the least provoked. Neither are the common people at all concerned when any of the rest are hurt Or injured; but many times when their wives and children are killed before their eyes, they stand insensible, as if nothing of prejudice were done to them, shewing no sign either of anger or compassion; and therefore they say, they speak not a word, but, upon sueh an occasion, only act a part with a mimic gesture of their hands* And that which is most of all to be admired, the sea-calves (whidh are very familiar with them) like men, help them to catch fish. These different and distinct people are yet exceeding faithful to one another, in securing one another's children from harm and pre* judice, and preserving their several habitations from force and en​croachment; and though they are of different stocks, yet they peace​ably and affectionately converse one with another, without offering the least injury on either side.
And though this way of living together be somewhat strange, yet through long custom, and constant use and practice, or because they find it necessary and eondueing to their mutual advantage, it it still continued among them to this day*
These nations inhabit not after the manner of the other lekthyo-phages, but have divers sorts of dwelling*, according as their several circumstances happen to he; some live in caves lying most commonly to the north, by which they have the advantage of being refreshed not only by the depth of the covert, but by the cooling breezes of the northern air. For those towards t)>e south scorch like n fieiy ftr-nace, and, by reason of the violent heat, no nyut can eodufo tbceu
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Others that cannot otherwise furnish themselves, with cava that lie northward, gather the ribs of whales (which the sea casts up in abun​dance) and then bending them, tie them together at both ends, and cover them with sea-grass, and so rest under those, guarded from the parching heat of the sun, as by the cover of a shady arch 5 which art and contrivance they are taught by their own necessities.
A third sort of lodgings these Ichthyophages have are these: about those places grow abundance of fir-trees, which are watered by the sea, and bear very thick leaves, and fruit like unto chesnots: the boughs and leaves of these trees they interlace one within ano​ther, and so make for themselves a thick and close shade, and live merry and jocund lives, under this their new canopy, both in land and in water at one and the same time, being hereby guarded from the sun by the shade of the trees, and the natural heat of the place being mitigated by the continual fluctuations of the sea, and their bodies refreshed with the cooling air of some winds that blow at cer​tain seasons.   But to proceed, as to the fourth sort of dwellings:—
In this place there has been, from the beginning of time, n vast heap of moss, like a mountain, cast up by the sea, which i* so firm by the coustant heat of the sun, that it is become solid and cemented together with sand. In this they dig caves of a man's height, that part over head they leave for a roof, but below they make long pas​sages or galleries to go in or out, one over against another. Here they abide with ease, protected from the heat of the sun; and about the time the tide comes in, out they start, and then for that time em​ploy themselves in fishing; and at the ebbing of the tide, after they have fed deliciously together upon the fish they have caught, they fly again to their several caves. They bury their dead only at low water; and at that time they cast their carcases upon the shore, and there let them lie uncovered, to be carried away by the next tide. And so after all, having spent all their days in a strange and unusual course and way of living, they themselves at last in their burials be* come food for the fishes.
But there is one nation of the Ichthyophages whose habitations are so strange, that inquisitive men are very much puzzled about them. For some of them dwell upon steep and dangerous hollows, which, time out of mind, have been unacccssible to mankind, as far as ap​pears: for over their heads are exceeding high rocks, rugged and steep every way; and on both sides they are blocked up with inr-patsable precipices $ and before, the sea is a guard and boundary to them, so that the best footman cannot come at them. Neither have they any use, or so much as knowledge, of boats or ships, as we have. Hence (the thing being so intricate and doubtful) we may justly con-
Digitized by
Chap. IT.
diodortjs stculus.
165
elude that they are Aborigines, and were ever in this place, without any certain time of their first generation; which some naturalists doubt not to affirm of all other works of nature whatsoever. But, forasmuch as the perfect knowledge of things of this nature is far above our comprehension, we may easily conclude, that those know but little, who are the most inquisitive, and soaring so high as to know all; who may perhaps tickle men's ears with a probable fancy, but never really attain to the knowledge of the truth.
r
CHAP. II.
Cheionophages: the manner of taking sea-tortoises* The Ceti-vores, or Whale-eaters. The sea-coasts over against Babylon; their manner of taking of Jish. The Rizophages, or Moot" eaters. Those called Spermatophages and Hylophages, Hylo-gones, or Hunters} their taking of tvild beasts: the Elephant-fighters; how they are taken: the Simoes, Struthophages, Acri-dophages, or Locust-eaters; their miserable deaths. Cynomolges s the country of the Troglodytes. ' Wild beasts: the terrible wild bull.   Serpents: that great one brought aUve to Alexandria.   *

SOMETHING likewise is to be spoken of the Chelonophages, to shew the whole course and manner of their way of living.
There are a vast number of islands in the ocean near to the con​tinent, very small and of a low situation, barren both as to tillage and the natural fruits of the earth. Amongst these islands (because they are so near one to another) there are no storms or tempests: for the force of the waves are broke by the promontories of these islands that shoot out into the sea, and therefore abundance of sea-tortoises lie in and about these places, seeking relief under (lie eovert of this calm and quiet shelter. In the night they lie at the bottom of the water feeding, but in the day time appear above water, in that part of the sea that flows through the midst of the islands, and lie sleeping with their shells erect, exposed to the sun, and seem to resemble a little skiff turned with the keel upwards; for they are of a wonderful big​ness, no le3S than* a small fishing boat.
The barbarians that inhabit these islands, taking the opportunity, quietly and silently swim to these sea-tortoises, and, assailing them on both sides, some they thrust forward to the shore, others they lift
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up till they have turned them npon their backs; then they that axe on each side guide and direct the creature to land like a ship by the stem, lest the tortoise should torn itself again, and so by its natural strength in swimming escape from them into the sea: and while they are thus employed, one of the company swims to shore before with s long rope tied at one end to the fish, and then draws him to land, those that assisted at the taking of him following close after* When lie is brought into the island, they fry the fish a little while in th« sun, and then feed upon it merrily together. The shells being in shape like to boats, are very useful to the inhabitants; for they use them both to sail in to the continent to get fresh water, and likewise for roofs to cover their cottages, turning the hollow parts downwards. So that nature's bounty has provided for them by one gift many use​ful advantages, as food, vessels, shipping, and habitations.
Not far from these, upon the sea-shore in the continent, dwell other barbarians, far different in their way of living, called Cetivorea, who feed upon whales cast up by chance by the sea. Sometimes they have plenty of food, by reason of the vast proportion of these creatures; but at other times, for want of them, they are almost starved, and are forced, through want of food, to gnaw pieces of old stinking bones, and to suck the ends of the rotten ribs.
So many are the nations of the Ethiopians who feed upon fish; and this is their manner of living, concluding this account in a brief and summary way.
But the sea-coasts over against the province of Babylon border upon a fruitful country, abounding in all sorts of fruit-trees, where there is such plenty of fish, that they are more than the inhabitants can consume: for, upon the sea-shore they set such a number of canes, and so interwoven one within another, that they are like to a net spread all along by the sea-side. In every of which works, there are many little portals wrought and interlaced with reeds, and are tossed this way and that way with an easy motion. These open by the tide,when the sea flows in upon the land, and when it returns into the channel, they shut again. So that through these portals, with the efflux of the sea, the fish slip every day, and when it ebbs, they are left behind, because they cannot pass with the water through those canes thus knit and wrought together: and therefore near to the sea-side sometimes may be seen heaps of fish panting for wantef water, which those that have the care and oversight of this business gather and carry away. Hence they have both plenty of food, end rake a large revenue besides. Some of the inhabitants, when the shore is dry, and the country lies flat, draw broad sluices from the sea many furlongs to their cottages, at the ends of which, they place
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wears made of twigs, which open when the tide comes in, an* shut again when the sea goes out; and then, the water flowing through the narrow mouths of the portals, the fish remain behind in the sluices, and there they take out every time as many as they have occasion to use.
Having gone through all those people bordering upon the sea-coasts as far as from the province of Babylon to the Red sea, we shall now proceed to give an account of the other nations.
In Ethiopia above Egypt, near to the river Asa, inhabit a people called Rizophages, who get up the roots of the canes that grow in the marshes, and first wash them very clean, then they bruise and pound them with stones till they are soft and pliant; afterwards they lay a handful of them in the sun till they are broiled; and this is the food they live upon all their days. But though they live in plenty, and are at constant peace with one another, yet they are miserably infested, and often fallen upon, by the lions that abound in those parts: for the air being scorching hot, they come out of the deserts into the country of the Rizophages, both for shelter from the heat, and to hunt the lesser beasts for prey; so that when the Ethiopians come out of the marshes, they are torn m pieces by these creatures; for, being unarmed, they are unable to withstand the strength of the lions: and the whole nation would certainly be utterly destroyed, if Providence bad not provided a remedy in this case; for, about the beginning of the dog-days, when there is not the least wind, there comes in such a multitude of gnats (larger than those that are commonly seen) that the inhabitants are forced to fly into the marshes, and so avoid them: and the lions, partly tormented by their biting and stinging of them, and partly terrified with their humming and buzzing, run far away out of the country.
Next to these are those nations called Hylophages and Spermato* phages. The last of these gather in great plenty fruits which fall from the trees in the summer-time, and so feed on them without taking any further pains. The rest of the year they feed upon a cer​tain sweet herb which grows in the shady valleys; which being a solid plant, and having a stalk like to a turnip, it sufficiently supplies the want of other necessary food.
But the Hylophages, together with their wives and children, go into the fields and climb the trees, and feed upon the buds and tender branches; and by constant usage and practice are so nimble in getting up to the top of the highest branch, that it seems almost incredible. They skip from tree to tree like so many birds, and mount up upon the slenderest branches without the least hazard. For, being very slender and light-bodied people, if their feet fail, they
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<catcb hold with their hands; nay, if they fall down from the very
top, they are so light they get no harm.   They easily chew every-
juicy twig of the tree, and as easily concoct them.   They always go
naked, and make use of their wives promiscuously, and therefore all
-their children they look upon to be common amongst them.   They,
sometimes quarrel one with another for places of habitation; their
arms are clubs, with which they both defend themselves, and pound.
in pieces their conquered enemy.   Many of them are often famished
to death when they grow blind, being deprived of so necessary a
member for the procuring of sustenance.
The next adjoining country is inhabited by the Ethiopian Hylo-gones, called Hunters, who are indeed but few, but live after a pecu​liar and strange manner, answerable to their name; for the land be​ing infested with multitudes of wild beasts, is very terrible to live in, and very little running water is to be found; therefore, for fear of the beasts, the inhabitants sleep all night in trees; and in the morn​ing they go to the pools of water with their arms, where they hide themselves among the boughs, and spy in the mean time out of the trees: then, when the sun grows hot, the wild bulls and leopards, and a great number of other wild beasts, come running to the waters, (being scorched with heat and thirst) and do so gorge themselves with drinking, that they are ready to burst, upon which the Ethio​pians leap out of the trees, and set upon the beasts (that can scarcely stir or move) with clubs burnt at the end, stones, and darts, and kill them with ease: thus, dividing themselves into companies, they finish their pursuit, and feed together upon the prey they have caught: very rarely it is that any of them are killed, even by the fiercest or strongest of them, but by slight they overcome might. If they miss of their prey, they wash the skins of those they have formerly taken, and lay them upon a fire made for the purpose, and scorching off the hair under the ashes, and dividing the skin amongst themselves, with this hard fare they satisfy their hunger. They teach the boys to cast darts exactly to hit a mark, and if they miss, they suffer them not to eat. And by this means (through pinching hunger) they become ex​cellent archers.
Not far from these, towards the west, inhabit the Ethiopians that are called Elephantophages. Tliey dwell in large and woody fo​rests, where, from the tops of the highest trees, they diligently ob​serve the motions and walks of the elephants. But they set not up​on the entire troops at once, (for that were to little purpose), but with wonderful courage single them out as they come near to them. For when the beast approaches to the right side of the tree, where he that watches for him lies hid, just as the elephant passes by, he catches
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hold of his tail with his liands, and clasps his feet close to his left thigh: then with his right hand he lays bold of a sharp axe, (bound upon his shoulder, and manageable by one hand), and with that gives him one wound after another, whereby he cuts the nerves and sinews of the elephant's right ham, guiding and governing his body in the mean time by his right hand. This feat is performed with that ad​mirable quickness and aptivity, as if the combat had been designed to be ended no otherwise than by the loss of one of their lives. For, what could be expected (since the nature of the thing cannot admit of any other conjecture) but either the man must die, or the beast be overcome? The beast, being thus ham-struog, not able to turn him​self round, by reason of the slowness of his motion, sinks sometimes on that side where he is wounded, and falls down, and together with himself kills the Ethiopian. Sometimes the elephant dashes the man against a tree or a stone, and with his weight presses upon him till he has killed him. Some of the elephants, overmastered, (through the smart and torment of their wounds), never regard him that wounds them, but run so long up and down the plain, till the Ethiopian be​hind, by his continual hacking and cutting in one and the same place, cuts his sinews in pieces, and at length altogether disables him, and brings him down: whereupon the Ethiopians run in flocking, and, cutting off collops of his flesh while he is yet alive, feed and feast themselves merrily together.
Some of the neighbouring Ethiopians take the elephants without any danger of their lives at all, overcoming force by slight. For this creature, when he is full, after feeding, differs from all other four* footed beasts in disposing of himself to sleep. For he cannot bend his knees and lie down, but sleeps leaning his body to the side of a tree; so that the tree, by his frequent resort to it, and pressing upon it, withers and rots; there being, therefore, many signs and footsteps of the elephant's walks, by which the hunters of this prey discover where he rests himself; they having found out the tree, saw it a lit​tle above the ground till it be almost ready to fall, then rubbing out the marks of their feet, they go away before the elephant comes there, who afterwards, in the evening, being full fed, makes to his usual resting-place; and as soon as he leans with the weight of his whole body to the tree, down it falls, and the beast along with it, and there lies all night with his heels upward, for he cannot possibly rise. As soon as it is day, they that sawed the tree come to the place, and there kill the poor creature without any hazard, and build themselves huts, where they stay till they have eaten him up.
Next to these nations upon the west inhabit those Ethiopians called Simoes: to the south lie the nation of the Struthophages; for among
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them is a sort of bird of a mixed nature, partly a fowl and partly a beast, and thence it has its name. She is little less, than the greatest hart: nature has formed her with a long neck, a round body with wings, but a tender and small head, yet she has strong thighs and legs, and her feathers are forked; and she is so heavy and unwieldy, that she cannot fly above the earth, but she runs along with that swiftness that she scarce touches the ground. With a brisk gale of wind she mounts up her wings, and makes forward as swift as a ship with her sails spread under sail. Against the pursuer she defends herself with flinging of stones, which she throws with that violence out of her feet as out of a sling; but when the wind is low, her wings flag, and so, being deprived of that natural help, she is easily taken. There are a great number of those birds j and by divers arts and devices the barbarians easily take multitudes of them, and feed upon their flesh, and make use of their skins both for vestments and coverlets for beds.
But when these Struthophages are set upon by the Ethiopians called Sitnoes, for arms they use the horns of the Oryxes*, with which they repel the assaults of their enemies. For they are very great, and sharp at the ends; and these sort of beasts do there so abound, that their horns are found scattered up and down, and so they become of special use to the inhabitants.
A little distant from these are the Acridophages, bordering upon the deserts; they are smaller than other men, of lean and meager bo​dies, and exceeding black. In these parts in the time of the spring the south winds rise high, and drive an infinite number of locusts out of the desert, of an extraordinary bigness, furnished with most dirty and nasty-coloured wings; and these are plentiful food and provision for them all their days. They have a strange and peculiar way of catching them; for in their country there is a large and deep vale, extending far in length for many furlongs together: all over this they lay heaps of wood and other combustible matter, of which they have plenty in every place, and when the swarms of lo​custs are driven thither by the force of the winds, then some of the inhabitants go to one part of the valley, and some to another, and set the grass and other combustible matter on fire, which was before thrown among the piles; whereupon arises a great and suffocating smoke, which so stifles the locusts as they fly over the vale, that they go not much farther before they fall down dead to the ground. This destruction of them is continued for many days together, so that they lie in great heaps: the country being full of salt, they gather
* The Oryx is a beast as big as a roc-buck, and has a bora so hard and sharp that
it will pierce brass.
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these heaps together, and season them sufficiently with this salt, which gives them an excellent relish, and preserves them a long time sweet without the least putrefaction, so that they have food ever ready at hand from these insects during all the rest of the year: for they neither concern themselves with flesh or fish, (being far remote from the sea), nor have any other provision for their support and sus​tenance. They are a little sort of people, very swift of foot, but ex​ceeding short-lived, for they that live the longest never exceed forty: and as the manner of their death is strange and wonderful, so it h sad and most miserable: for, when they grow old, winged lice breed in their flesh, not only of divers sorts, but of horrid and ugly shapes. This plague begins first at the belly and breast, and in a little time eats and consumes the whole body. He that is seized with this dis​temper, first begins to itch a little, as if he had the Scab, pleasure and trouble being mixed together. But afterwards, when the liee begin to break out at the skin, abundance of putrid matter (accom​panied with intolerable sharp pain) issues out with them. Hereupon the sick person so tears himself in pieces with his own nails, that he sighs and groans most lamentably, and while he is thus scratching of himself, the lice come pouring out in such abundance one after ano​ther, as out of a vessel full'of holes, and thus they miserably close and end their days. Whether this proceeds from the nature of their food, or the temper of the air, is uncertain.

Upon this nation there borders a large country, rich in fair pas​tures, but desert and uninhabited j not that there never were any people there, but that formerly, when it was inhabited, an immode​rate rain happened, which bred a vast company of spiders and scor​pions: and (as they write) these creatures did so increase, that though at the first the whole nation attempted to destroy these im​placable enemies of their country, yet they were not able to master them, (for whosoever was bit or stung with them, immediately fell down dead), so that not kowing where to abide, or how to get food, they were forced to fly to some other place for relief. And this is not at all incredible, for we are assured by very good aud substantial historians, that far more strange and wonderful things than those have happened in the world. For in Italy field-mice bred in such vast numbers, that they forced the inhabitants out of the country. In Media great flocks of sparrows ate up all the standing corn, so as the people were forced to remove elsewhere. The people called Au- / tariats were forced, by frogs bred in the clouds, which poured down upon them instead of rain, to forsake their country, and fly to these ( parts where they are now settled. And who is there that is not well \ acquainted by antient histories, how among those many labours Her-
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cules undertook to eternize his name, his driving those devouring birds out of the marshes of Stymphalides was one? And some cities of Libya were altogether depopulated by lions breaking in upon them. And these instances we have given to convince those that are apt to question whatsoever historians relate that seem strange and unusual. But to return to the orderly course of our history.
The southern border is inhabited by men whom the Grecians call Cynomones, or Cynomolges; but by the neighbouring barbarians they are called, in their own country language, wild Ethiopians. They wear long beards, and keep up numbers of fierce dogs to get them food: for, from the beginning of the summer solstice to the middle of winter, an innumerable number of Indian oxen come into their country. The reason of this is unknown; for it is uncertain whe​ther they fly from cruel wild beasts, which in troops set upon them, or that they do it from want of pasture, or upon some other account, (the effect of nature, the parent of all wonders), which man's reason cannot comprehend. These oxen are so numerous, that the inhabi​tants are not able to master them; therefore they set loose their dogs upon them, and, by hunting them, take many, of which they eat some fresh, and others they salt up.
Many other beasts they kill with these large dogs, and by this means live upon flesh. The nations that lie farthest south live the lives of beasts under the shapes of men.
But it yet remains to speak of two other nations; the Ethiopians and the Troglodytes: but of the Ethiopians mention is made else​where, and therefore now we shall treat of the Troglodytes. The Grecians call them Nomades; for they live pastoral lives, in the manner of shepherds, and are divided into tribes under a monarchi​cal government, and enjoy their wives and children in common, except only the wife of the king; yet if any of them happen to lie with her, he is only fined by the king in a certain number of sheep.
When the Etesian winds blow, (at which time there falls abundance of rain), they feed upon milk and blood mingled together, and boiled for a little time. Afterwards, when the pastures are burnt up with the scorching heat of the sun, they fly iuto the low marshes, where they often fight one with another for convenient pastures for their flocks: those cattle that grow old, or are sick, they knock on the head, and eat them; and from these always they have their food and sustenance: and therefore they never call any father and mother, but only a bull, an ox, a goat, or a sheep, of which they call the males fathers, and the females mothers, because they have their daily food from these, and not from their parents.   Their ordinary drink
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is a liquor strained out of the plant called Paliurus: but the drink for the noblemen and persons of quality is made of the juice of a flower no better than the worst of our wines. Because of their cattle, they often shift and remove from one pasture to another, and are very cautious and careful not to stay long in one place,
Their whole bodies are naked, except about their loins, which they cover with beast's skins. All the Troglodytes are circumcised, like the Egyptians, except those who, by reason of some accident, are called cripples; for these only, of all those that inhabit these straits, have from their infancy that member (which in others is only circum​cised) wholly cut off with a razor. Among the Troglodytes, those called Megabareans for arms beat round shields made of the raw hides of oxen, and clubs bound round with iron at the thick ends; the rest are armed with bows and spears.
When they are dead, they tie them neck and heels with the twigs and branches of the plant Paliurus; then they carry the body to the top of a hill, where, with great sport and laughter, they pelt it with stones till it be covered over; and then they stick up a goat's horn upon the heap, and so leave it without the least sense of pity or com​passion. They fight not one with another out of any spleen or rage one against another, like the Grecians, but merely for their flourishing pastures. In the beginning of their fights, they make their onsets with throwing of stones; after some wounds given on both sides, they fall to it with their bows and arrows, whereupon great numbers are slain in a short time; for, by long experience they become good marksmen, and being all naked, are exposed to every shot. At length their old women, by their entreaties, put an end to their conflicts, (whom they greatly reverence, for it is unlawful to do them the least harm), and therefore, as soon as they see them come towards them, they cease casting their darts immediately, and all are quiet.
When they grow so old that they cannot follow the flocks, they tie themselves by their necks to an ox's tail, and so put an end to their days: and if any defer his death, any one, as a friend, may first ad* monish him, and then, if he does it not, the other may cast a rope about his neck and strangle him. In the like manner it is lawful to put to death any that become lame, or are seiz'd with any desperate and incurable distemper: for they count it the highest and greatest offence for any one to love his life when he is able to do nothing worth living. And therefore all the Troglodytes are of sound bodies and of a strong and healthful age, none exceeding three score. But this shall suffice concerning the Troglodytes.   Yet if this account
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seem strange to any, and this manner of living incredible, let bttt the climate of Scythia be compared with that of the Troglodytes, and then this, our relation, may easily gain belief: for there is so great a difference between our climate and their's of which we write, that the different natures, being weighed and considered distinctly, are scarce credible. For in some places of Scythia, by the extremity of cold, the greatest rivers are so frozen, that vast armies and chariots Day pass over them; and wine and other liquors do so congeal, that they must be eut with knives and hatchets. And most strangely and wonderfully men's fingers and toes drop off with rubbing against their clothes, and their eyes grow dark and dim. Neither can the fire cast any warmth or heat; and by the force of cold even brazen statues are burst asunder; and at these seasons, they say, the clouds are so thick and gross, that there is neither thunder nor lightning in those parts. Many other things there happen which seem incredible to the ignorant, but are intolerable to them that feel them by experi​ence. But in the utmost coasts of Egypt and the Troglodytes, the son is so scorching hot at mid-day, that two standing together cannot see each other, by reason of the thickness of the air. Neither is it safe for any to go without shoes in these parts, for if they do, the soles of their feet are presently blistered all over; and except meo have something ready to drink, to quench their thirst, they forthwith faint and die, the violence of the heat quickly exhaling all the mois​ture out of a man's body: and, moreover, if any do put meat and water into a brazen pot, and set it in the open sun, it is presently boiled, without fire or fuel. But the inhabitants of both these countries are so far from seeking to avoid these uncomfortable cir​cumstances, that they choose rather to be, as it were, ever dying here, than to be forced to live another sort of life elsewhere. And thus every country is beloved by its own natural inhabitants, and a long usage, even from the time of childhood, overcomes the incon​veniences of an intemperate climate. These great differences of climates are sometimes not far asunder; for, from the lake Mssotis, (where some of the Scythians inhabit, in the midst of extreme cold and biting frost), many with a fair wind sail to Rhodes in ten days time; thence, in four days more, they reach to Alexandria; thence crossing the river Nile, they recover Ethiopia (most commonly) the tenth day; so that it is not above four-and-twenty day's sail from the coldest to the hottest climates in the world. And therefore it is no wonder that there is such diversity of food, manners and bodies so far differing from our's, when there is so great a contrariety of cli​mates in so small a distance one from another.
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Hating given a distinct account of nations, and their strange and unusual manners and customs, something now is to be said particu​larly concerning the wild beasts bred in those countries.
There is bred in Ethiopia a creature called, from the nature of the beast, a Rhinoceros, for courage and strength equal to the ele​phant, but not so tall. His skin is exceeding hard, and of the colour of bos. He has a fiat horn growing out a little above his nostrils, aa hard as iron. He is always at war with the elephant for his pas​ture, and for that purpose whets his horn against a great stone; m the conflict he gets under the belly of the elephant, and cuts and gashes him, as if it were with a sword; and by this means his enemy bleeds to death, and thus he destroys many of them. But if the ele​phant prevent aim from coming under his bejly, he catches the Rhi​noceros up in his trunk, and easily overcomes him, being far stronger in body, and wounding deeper with the strokes of his tushes.
Sphinxes are bred near to the Troglodytes in Ethiopia, not much unlike those which the limners draw, save that thty differ only in being- rough. They are of a gentle nature, very docile, apt to learn any thing presently that is taught them.
Those that are called Cynocephales resemble ugly-meed men*, and are continually snarling and grumbling. This creature is ex​ceedingly malicious, never to be tamed; and, from his eye-brows, looks with a roost surly countenance. The females are extraordinary re​markable, for having their privy parts continually banging down out of their body.
The beast called Cepus, so named from the beauty of his body, and die comeliness of proportion. He has the face of a lion, and in all other parts is like to a panther, except that for his bigness lie is as large as a deer. Of all these strange beasts, none is so fierce as the wild bull, which feeds upon flesh, and is altogether invincible: he is larger than any tame bull, and as swift as any horse, and his mouth b wide even up to his eyes: he is exceeding red, his eyes greyer than, a lion's, and sparkling in the night like fire. His horns have a won​derful property, for he can move them as well as his ears, and when he fights keeps them fast and immoveable. His hair, contrary to all other beasts, stands on end. He is so exceeding fierce, that he wilt set upon the strongest creature whatsoever, and feeds upon the flesh of such as he destroys. He destroys the flocks and herds of the in​habitants, and in a terrible manner fights with troops of shepherds and whole armies of dogs at once. It is said his skin is impenetrable; and therefore, though many .have attempted to kill him, yet none Were ever able to effect it. If he fall into a pit, or be taken any other way by snares or gins laid for him, he choaks and stifles himself
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with his unruly rage, and will not suffer any man to come near him, though ever so gently: and therefore the Troglodytes justly account this beast the strongest of all others; to whom nature has given the stoutness of a lion, the swiftness of a horse, and the strength of a bull; and which cannot be conquered by the sword, which subdues all other things.
There is another creature among the Ethiopians, called a Crocut, of a mixed nature, between a dog and a wolf, more fierce than them both, and exceeding all others for his tearing and biting. Let the bones be ever so great, he presently gnaws them in pieces, and digests them immediately, as soon as they come into his stomach. Some historians (who love to tell strange things) report that this beast will imitate the voice and speech of a man, which we cannot in the least credit.
The inhabitants bordering upon the deserts say that there are in these parts divers sorts of serpents, of an incredible bigness; for those that say they have seen some a hundred cubits long, are looked upon to be liars, not only by me, but by every one else. But to gain the more credit to their fabulous relation, they add a story far more absurd and improbable. For they say, that when these vast creatures lie rolled up in a round in the open plain, every circle lying one upou another, they seem like hills to those that are at a distance. But who can easily believe there are any such monstrous creatures?
But we shall say something of the greatest serpents (that ever were seen) which were brought to Alexandria in nets, discoursing, by the way, of the manner of the hunting and taking them.
For Ptolemy the Second, being very much given to the hunting of elephants, for that purpose encouraged, with great rewards, many that were skilful hunters of the strongest wild beasts, and not sparing costs (in gratifying the pleasure he took in this kind) he got together great multitudes of elephants, which he trained up for his wars; by which means many strange beasts, which were never seen before, be​came known to the Grecians.
Upon these considerations some of the huntsmen, knowing the generosity and bounty of the king in his rewards for things of this nature, agreed together, at the hazard of their lives, to bring, if it were but one of these monstrous serpents, alive to the king, to Alex​andria. It was a bold and difficult undertaking; but fortune crowned the enterprise, and prosperity effected the attempt. They spied a serpent lying in the standing pools, thirty cubits long, still and quiet, as it- is wont to do at all times, save when he spies any beast come to the water to drink, and then he suddenly leaps out, and with his
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wide jaws, and the winding himself round about their bodies, holds then so fast as that they can never escape)*
Hereupon these persons, considering he was so very iotigi and na* torally dull and slowi conceived some hopes of catching Trim in gins and chains, having all things ready and prepared for the pur* pose | but the nearer they came to him, the more they were terrified, and when they saw his eyes kindle like sparks of fire, bis tongue slapping about bis jaws, his terrible hissing, the sharpness of hit scales, his rustling among the reeds and bushes when he began to stir himself, the greatness of his terrible teeth, his horrible aspect nod high round whereunto he bad wound himself, they grew wan and pale with excessive fear, and with trembling bands cast the gin upon his tail; upon which, as soon as it touched him, the monster rolled about with a terrible hiss, and lifting up himself above the head of the first that approached him, he snapped him up, and tore him in pieces. The second he catcbed by the winding of his tail, at a great distance, when he was making away, and (winding himself round him) held him fast round the middle of his belly. Hereupon the rest were so affrighted, that away they fled; however, they did not so leave the monster, for the hopes of the king's bounty overcame the fear of the imminent danger; and therefore, what they could not do by force, they endeavoured to effect by art, making use of the follow​ing contrivance. They made a toil of bulrushes, in shape like to a bosom net, large enough to receive and hold the beast) observing, therefore, his bole, and the time when he went out to feed, and when he returned, as soon as he was gone forth to hunt for his usual prey, they stopped up the mouth of his den with great stones and earth, and near to it dug another hole, and there placed the toil made of bulrushes, just over against the mouth of the hole, that the en​trance might be plain and open. Then, as he returned from feeding, the darters, slingers,.and a great number of horsemen, with trum​peters and other assailants, set upon him, and the monster (as he came nearer to them) pricked up his head far above the heads of the horsemen, but none of the whole troop of hunters durst come near him, being made cautious by tlie former misfortune; but many cast darts at him all at once at a great distance; so that, by the sight of the horses, multitudes of great dogs, and the noise of trumpets, they terrified the beast, and pursued him cautiously by degrees, till he came to his bold, lest, by pressing too hard and close upon him, he should be too much provoked and enraged*
Now, approaching near to the mouth of the den before prepared for him, they all at once made a great noise with beating upon their arms; and so, with such a multitude of men, and the noise and sound
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of trumpets, they exceedingly terrified the monster, who, not finding his former hold, and fearing the hunters, flies into the mouth of that which was open and near at hand. In the mean time, while be was filling the net, by rolling of himself round in it, some forthwith rode np with full speed to the place, who (before the beast could wind up himself) tied up the mouth of the net, which was to the top made very long, on purpose for quickness of despatch in this business. Then, with all speed, they put rollers under the massy weight of the net, to lift it up, and so drew it forth. The serpent, being thus shut up, hissed most dreadfully, gnawing the bulrushes with his teeth, and tossing himself to and fro, as if he were just leaping out of the net, which the hunters exceedingly fearing he would do, drew him out upon the ground, and by often pricking him in the tail, caused him to snap and bite there, where was most sensible of pain. At length they brought him to Alexandria, and presented the beast to the king; a most strange monster, and almost incredible. And to admiration this creature was afterwards made tame: for, keeping him low, in want of food, he abated in his fierceness, so as by degrees to be very gentle. Ptolemy liberally rewarded the hunters, and kept and fed the serpent thus tamed, a most wonderful sight to all strangers that travelled into his kingdom.
It may not, therefore, be judged altogether incredible (or accounted a fable) what the Ethiopians have related, since so vast a monster has been exposed to open view. For they affirm that there have been seen serpents amongst them of that extraordinary bigness, that they have not only devoured cows and bulls, and other beasts of that size, but have even fought with elephants themselves: for they so wrap themselves round their thighs, and hold them so fast, that they are not able to move or stir, and, pricking up their heads from under the elephant's trunk, and looking direct upon them full in the face, with the fiery rays that dart out of their eyes, strike them blind, so that they fall down to the ground as if they were struck with a flash of lightning, and when they are down, they tear them in pieces.
And now, since we have given a clear aud sufficient account of
Ethiopians and Troglodyta, and the bordering countries as far as to
the torrid zone, and of the southern coasts and climates of the Red
sea, and the Atlantic ocean, we shall proceed to the description of
the other parts bordering upon the Arabian gulf, which we have
learnt partly from the public records in Alexandria, and partly from
those that have seen the places themselves. For this part of the in​
habited world, as likewise the British bles, and the places lying far
to the north, are the least known of anvuthefc- But weshall describe
those northern parurw**
*My together
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with the British isles, when we come to treat of the acts of Catus Caesar, who enlarged the bounds of the Roman empire as for as to those parts, and by his means we come to the knowledge of all those countries which were altogether unknown to us before.

fiisa
CHAP. III.

A description of the coasts and countries on both sides the Arabian gulf, or Red sea. The perfumes of Arabia the Happy. The Fortunate Islands. A description of part of Libya: the Spec​tres near the Syrtes.
THE Arabian gnlf (as it is called) empties itself into the Southern ocean, and stretches out many furlongs in length; where it falls into the sea, it is both hounded with Arabia and Troglodyta. It's breadth both at the mouths, and where it is lost in the sea, is about fifteen furlongs. But from the port of Panormus, the opposite shore, is one day's sailing: the greatest breadth is at Mount Tyrceus, and Macaria, where the sea is very rough and tempestuous; nor can land be seen from one side to another; and from thence it grows narrower, till it falls into the ocean.

In the sea are many great islands, between which the passage for ships is very narrow, and the water very rough. And this, in short, is the situation of this gulf. We shall begin at the utmost parts of this sea, and describe the coasts on both sides, and what is remarka​ble in each, as if we were sailing along.

And first, we shall give an account of the coast on the right hand, the seat of the Troglodytes: the Troglodytes take up all this part as far as to the vast deserts. All along the shore on this right side, from the city of Arsinoe, mariners meet with many rivers of salt​water, pouring down from the rocks into the sea.

After the passing these running fountains, appears a mountain in a vast and large plain of a red colour, which dazzles the eyes of all those that look earnestly upon it. At the foot of this mountain is a lake, with an entrance of many windings and turnings into it, known by the name of Aphrodites; in this are three islands, two of which abound with figs and olives; but the third has neither, yet breeds great numbers of those birds they call Meleagrides.

From hence you sail through a vast gulf, called Filthy, or AcathaT-
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tus; and near unto it is an exceeding deep current, making a penin​sula, carrying ships through a narrow strait into the open sea on the other side. In sailing along by these places, there lies an island, surrounded with a deep sea, fourscore furlongs in length, called the Serpent's Island, because that in former times it abounded with di​vers sorts of dreadful serpents; but in after-times, by the diligence of the kings of Alexandria, it was so improved, that now there is not the least sign of any such beast there. But it is not to be omitted. for what reason this island was with so much charge improved: the chief reason was, for that in this island was found the topaz, a re* splendent stone, Of a delightful aspect, like to glass, of a golden co​lour, and of admirable brightness; and therefore all were forbidden to set footing upon that place; and if any landed there, he was present​ly put to death by the keepers of the island. These keepers were few, and lived a most miserable life. And lest the stones should be stolen and carried off, there was not a ship left there; and if any by chance pass near to these places, (out of fear of the king), they sail away as far off as they can. The provision that is imported is com​monly soon spent, and there is nothing to be had that grows naturally in the island; and therefore, when their store grows low, all the in​habitants of the village sit upon the shore, waiting and longing for the arrival of the provision*ships; and if they stay longer than ordinary, the people are driven to the utmost desperation.
This stone grows in the rocks, darkened by the brightness of the sun; it is not seen in the day, but shines bright and glorious in the darkest night, and discovers itself at a great dissance. The keepers of the island disperse themselves into several places to search for this stone, and wherever it appears, they mark the place with a great vessel, of largeness sufficient to cover the sparkling stone; and then, in the day time, go to the place, and cut out the stone, aud deliver It to those that are artists in polishing of them.
Then* sailing on farther from these parts, appear many of those nations called the Ichthyophages, dispersed along the sea-shore; and many likewise of those Troglodytes called Nomades; several moun​tains likewise present themselves in this course, as far as to the haven called Safe-port, which gained this name from some Grecians that first sailed into these parts, and there arrived safe.
Thence passing on, the gulf begins to grow narrower, and bends its course towards Arabia: and the peculiar property of the places is such, that both the nature of the sea, and the soil, seem to be changed; for the land appears very flat and low, without any hills or rising ground, and the sea seems to be muddy and green all over, and ia not above two fathoms and a half deep.   This greenness is not as-
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cribed to the nature of the water, but to the abundance of moss and sea-grass that grows at the bottom, and casts their colour through the water;
This part is very safe and commodious for small ships with oars, because the sea is there very calm, and no roughness of the wavet for many leagues; and there they take abundance offish; But the mariners that transport elephants run into great and desperate ha* zards, by reason of the strong built ships they use for that purpose, and the depth of water they draw. For oftentimes they are so driven by the violence of the winds, at full sail in the night time, that they are either split upon the rocks, or stranded upon some of the deep sanded necks of land thereabouts; and there is no going for the mari​ners out of the ship, because the ford is above the height of any man; neither can they force the ship in the least forward with their poles s and although they throw all overboard but their victuals, yet (even while they have provision) they are reduced to the utmost extremi​ties; for neither island, promontory, or ship, is to be seen in these parts, being desert, and seldom frequented by mariners.
And to the other inconveniences, this further is an addition} the violent waves on a sudden raise up such heaps of sand out of the channel, and so enclose the ship, as if men on purpose had fixed it fo some continent: being plunged into this calamity, at first they only gently and modestly breathe out their complaints to a doleful wil​derness, which regards them not, yet not altogether despairing of deliverance.
For often, by the raging working of the sea, the ship is mounted up on high above the heaps of sand, and so the poor creatures that were in this desperate condition are unexpectedly (as by some god, assisting them out of an engine) delivered. But if this help from God do not intervene, when their provision grows low, the stronger throw the weaker overboard, that the meat that is left may last the longer for the support of those few that remain: but at length, when all hope of safety is gone, and provision spent, these few die far more miserably than those that perished before: for these, in a moment of time, give up that breath which nature had given them, but those (by prolonging their misery, and dividing, as it were, their sorrows into several parts) die at last with more lingering torments. The ships, being in this miserable manner deprived of their pilots and mariners, continue a long time as so many solitary sepulchres; and at length, being buried in heaps of sand, their lofty masts and main-yards remain only spectacles to move compassion in them that see them afar off: for, by the king's command, the monuments of these misfortunes are not to be touched, but are tp remain as sea-marks to
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mariners to avoid those dangerous places. It has been an antieot report among the Ichthyophages, (the inhabitants of those tracts) continued down to them from their forefathers, that by a mighty re​flux of the sea (which happened in former days) where the sea is thus green, the whole gulf became dry land, and appeared green all over, and that the water overflowed the opposite shore, and that all the ground being thus bare to the very lowest bottom of the gulf, the water, by an extraordinary high tide, returned again into the antieni channel4".
The navigation from Ptolemaisf to the promontory of Taurus has been described when we spoke of Ptolemy's pleasure in hunting of elephants; from Taurus the sea-coasts turn towards the east.
Here, from the time of the summer to the winter solstice, the sun casts the shadow to the south, contrary to what it does with us. This country is watered with rivers flowing down from the Psebarian mountains, (as they are called), and is divided into many spacious plains, which produce mallows, cardamum, and extraordinary palm-trees, and divers other fruits of an unsavory taste, altogether unknown to us. The south parts of this country are full of elephants, wild bulls, lions, and other wild beasts. In passing over to this coast* there lie several islands in the way, which arc altogether barren as to any fruit that is grateful, but in them are bred strange sorts of birds, and wonderful to view and observe. From hence, sailing forward, the sea is exceedingly deep, and abounds with mighty great whales, which yet do no harm, unless any (by chance) run upon their erected fins; for they cannot pursue the ships, because when they rise up towards the top of the water, they are struck blind by the brightness and splendour of the sun. These are the utmost bounds of Troglodyta (known to us) environed with the Psebarian promoutories.
And now we shall pass over to the other side of the gulf, and take a view of the regions lying towards Arabia, beginning again at that part of the sea which is called Neptunium, because Ariston erected there an altar in honour of Neptune, when Ptolemy sent him to dis​cover the Arabian coast as far as to the ocean. From thence to the mouth of the gulf, is a place along the sea-coast, of great esteem among the inhabitants for the profit it yields them; it is called the Ciurdeu of Palm-trees, because they abound there, and are so very fruitful, that they yield sufficient both for pleasure and necessity. But the whole country next adjoining is destitute of rivers and brooks, and, lying to the south, is even burned up by the heat of the sun;
* This seems tn be the passage of the Israelites orer the Red see. t f tolemais, sot io Fliosuicia, but that bordering upon the Bed see.
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and therefore tl Fruitful tract that lies amongst dry and barren re​gions, (far ren te from tillage and improvement), and yet affords sach plenty of food and provision, is justly by the barbarians dedi​cated to the gods. For there are in it many fountains and running-streams as cold as snow, by which means the region from one side to the other is always green and flourishing, and very sweet and plea​sant to the view. In this place there is an antient altar of hard stone* with an inscription in old and illegible characters; where a man and a woman (that execute here the priest's office during their lives) have the charge of the grove and altar. They are persons of quality and great men that abide here, and for fear of the beasts, have their beds (they rest upon) in the trees.
The mariner passing by this country of palms, arrives at an island near to a promontory of the continent, which is called the Island of Sea-calves, from the great multitudes of those creatures that frequent this place. The sea here so abounds with them) that it is to the ad​miration of the beholders.
The promontory that shoots out towards this island lies over against Petra in Arabia and Palestine. It is said that the Gerrheans and Mineans bring out of the higher Arabia frankincense and other odo​riferous gums into this island.
The coast next adjoining has been antiently inhabited by the Mar-iMieans, and afterwards by the Garyndaneans their neighbours, who got possession in this manner.
At the festival celebrated every fifth year in the palm country, a great concourse of the neighbours meet together from all parts, both to sacrifice stall-fed camels to the gods of the grove, and likewise to carry some of the spring-water that rises there back into their own country, which they say is physical.
The Garyndaneans taking the opportunity when the Marraneans were gone to the feast, cut the throats of all those that remained at home, and lay in wait for those that returned, and in their way homeward, slew all them likewise; and so, the country being by. this means depopulated, they divided that fruitful region, and those. rich pastures for flocks and herds, by lot amongst themselves.
But this coast has very few harbours hi it, by reason of the many vast mountains that lie all along as they sail; from whence is pre​sented to the view such variety of colours, that they afford a most wonderful and delightful prospect to the passengers at sea as they sail along.
The promontory of Alainites next salutes them that sail on for​ward, full of towns and villages inhabited by the Arabians called Nabatheans.   They possess a large country all along the sea-coast,
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and go far likewise up into the land: this tract is very populous, and exceeding rich in cattle. Once they lived justly and honestly, con​tent with the sustenance they had from their flocks and herds; bat after that the kings of Alexandria allowed liberty to merchants to traffic in the Red sea, they not only robbed them that were ship​wrecked, but provided little skiffs, and acted the pirates, and spoiled all other merchants that trafficked in those seas, imitating the Tau-rians of Pontus in cruelty and inhumanity. But afterwards, being beaten in a fight at sea by some galleys sent out against them, they were punished according to their demerits.
After the passing of these tracts, follows a flat champaign country, watered ill every part, which (by the advantage of the many springe and fountains that are in it) abounds in rich pastures, and produces great plenty of medica and lotus, as high as a man. Here, in these pastures, are fed not only an infinite number of cattle of all sorts* but of wild camels, harts, and red and fallow deer. This extraordinary plenty invites lions, wolves, and leopards, out of the deserts, with whom the shepherds and herdsmen are forced to have conflicts night and day for the preservation of their flocks and herds: end thus the richness of the country occasions mischief and prejudice. For nature often distributes her gifts with a mixture of good and evil.
In sailing farther along by this champaign country, the gulf oifers to the view something strange and wonderful: for it shoots up with a bending course into the inland parts, five hundred furlongs in length, walled in on both sides with high and steep rocks, so that both the entrance and passage is very difficult i for the rocks that lie under water so stop up the entrance, that it is scarce possible to enter into the gulf, or come out; and by the continual dashiug of the floods with the violence of the winds beating upon the shore, it foams terribly, and rages on every side the rock.
The people that inhabit these parts are called Bizomenians, and live upon wild beasts taken in hunting. Here is a sacred temple in high veneration among all the Arabians.
Three islands are adjoining to the shore of these tracts, which hare many ports: the first, which is desert, they say is consecrated to lsis. There remain the foundations of the antient buildings and pillars, whereon are inscriptions in barbarous characters; the rest are as much defaced and ruined, yet they are shaded with olive trees planted here and there, much different from our's.
Beyond these islands there are steep rocks, hard to pass, all along the shore, for the space of a thousand furlongs: for there is nei​ther port nor anchorage for ships, nor any wood which can afford
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any necessary relief to mariners, be they in ever so great wants and extremities. To this shore adjoius a mountain roofed over witty craggy rocks of a stupendous height; and at the foot are many sharp shelves, which lie under water, and behind them many winding hol​lows, worn wide by the raging waves dashing one upon another; and the tea being very deep, when a storm beats upon them, and the water rebounds, they make a noise like a mighty thunder; and part of the waves dashing against those huge rocks, mount up in a curl, and foam to admiration; and part being swallowed up within these caverns, cause such a terrible whirlpool, that they that are driven (against their wills) near to these places, are ready to die for fear. The Arabians called Thamudanians inhabit this coast.
Next adjoining to this perilous sea is a mighty great gulf, which washes many islands dispersed in it here and there, to the view not much unlike to the Echinades*.
All along this coast, which is very long and broad, lie high heaps of black sand.
Thence, sailing forward, is presented to the view a peninsulaf, where there is the most famous port of any mentioned by histowans, called Carmutha: for it lies under a large key, where the gulf, as it inclines to the west, is not only wonderfully pleasant to the view, but tar more commodious than any other.
A woody mountain hangs over it, a hundred furlongs in compass. The mouth of the haven is two hundred feet broad, affording a very calm and safe harbour, where two thousand sail may ride: the water, moreover, is exceeding good and sweet, a large river emptying itself into it. In the middle of it lies an island full of good water, and fit for gardening. To conclude, it is in every respect like to the port at Carthage, called Cothon, the commodiousness of which we shall speak of in its proper place. By reason of the quietness and sweetness of the water, abundance of fish come into it out of the ocean.
Sailing forward, appear five exceeding high mountains, spiring up like the pyramids of Egypt, so close as if they all united into one at the point: thence the gulf appears in a round form, surrounded with large and high promontories: in the very middle of which rises a hill, in form of a table, upon which stand three temples of a wonder​ful height, dedicated to gods unknown, indeed, to the Greeks, but in great honour and veneration with the inhabitants. Hence the coast shoots out forward a long way, abounding with fountains and fresh water.   On this coast is the mountain Chubinus, covered over with
* little islands near dcarnania in Greece. t Or an Isthnutv of ChaMonesjis.
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divers shady woods. The country lying at the foot of the mountain is inhabited by Arabians called Debse, who employ themselves in fend​ing herds of camels, which they make use of in their most weighty concerns: for they ride upon these when they charge their enemy, carry upon them their victuals, and use them upon every speedy des​patch; they drink their milk, and feed upon their flesh, and whh their dromedary camels they presently run over all the country. There runs a river through the country which carries along with it such abundance of gold sand, that at the mouth of it, where it falls into the sea, the soil seems to shine and glister like gold; but the making and refining of gold is altogether unknown to the inhabi​tants. They entertain not all sorts of strangers, but only the Boeo​tians and the Peloponnesians, by reason of the antient familiarity of Hercules with this nation, as they have fabulously received it from their ancestors.
The region next adjoining to this, (which is not so burning hot as those near unto it, but often covered with thick clouds, whence fall snow, and seasonable showers, which moderate the heat of the air) is inhabited by the Alikeans and Gasandians, another people of Arabia. The land there is rich, and capable of bringing forth any kind of grain or fruit whatsoever; but, through the unskilfulness of the in​habitants, who addict themselves chiefly to fishing, the ground is not tilled and improved as it ought.- Abundance of gold is got there oat of several hollows in the earth, not refined by melting of little pieces, but growing there naturally pure, which, from the nature of it, is called Apyros*. The least piece of it is as big as an ordinary nut-kernel, the greatest not much bigger than a large nut. The in​habitants wear them about their arms and necks, interlaced with several bright sparkling stones. But as they abound in gold, so they are as much wanting in iron and brass, and therefore they ex​change gold with the merchants for the like weight in iron and brass.
Next to these inhabit those Arabians called Carbi, and next to them the Sabeans, the most populous of any of the Arabians, for they possess Arabia the Happy, exceeding rich in all those things which we esteem most precious; and for breeding of cattle of all sorts, the most fertile country in the world; for the whole country is naturally perfumed all over, every thing almost growing there sending forth continually most excellent odours. On the sea-coasts grow balsam and cassia, and another herb of a strange and peculiar property, which while it is fresh is delightful and strengthening to the eyes, but kept a-while, presently loses its virtue.  Higher in the heart of the couu-
* Gold without fir?.
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try, are shady woods and forests, graced and beautified with stately trees of frankincense and myrrh, palm-trees, calamus, and cinnamon, and such like odoriferous plants: for none can enumerate the several natures and properties of so great a multitude, or the excellency of those sweet odours that breathe out of every one of them. For their fiagrancy is such, that it even ravishes the senses with delight, as a thing divine and unutterable; it entertains them that sail along by the coast at a great distance with its pleasures and delights. For in spring-time the winds from off the land waft the air, perfumed with the sweet odours of myrrh and other odoriferous plants, to those parts of the sea that are next to them. And these spices have nothing of a faint and languishing smell, as those that come to our hands, but a strong and vigorous odour that strongly pierces all their senses to the utmost of their capacity: for the wafts of air dispersing the perfumes of these odoriferous plants, abundance of pleasant, healthful, and strange variety of scents (proceeding from the richest spices) are con​veyed to them that sail near unto the coast. For this sweet smell comes not from fruit bruised in a mortar (whose strength is in a great measure decayed) or from spices made up in divers sorts of vessels for transportation; but from the ripeness of the fruit as it grows, and from the pure and divine nature of the plant itself. So that they that have the advantage of these sweet odours, seem as if they were entertained with that feigned meat* of the gods called Ambrosia; < tince those excellent perfumes cannot have a name ascribed them transcending their worth and dignity.
Yet fortune has not imparted to men an entire and unmixed feli​city in these things, but has joiued some inconveniences with these advantages, to correct them who (through a constant confluence of earthly blessings) have usually despised and slighted the gods. For these fragrant forests abound with red* serpents of a span long, whose bite is deadly and incurable. They strike a man with a violent assault, leaping up in his very face, leaving him besmeared with his own blood.
There is something very remarkable amongst these people, as to them that have been long sick: for, being that things of a more than ordinary piercing operation pass quick through the pores of the body, and so discuss the stubborn matter, there follows a dissipation of humours, and the party becomes curable: therefore they burn brim​stone mixed with goat's hair under the noses of the sick, that by a contrary smell they may discuss and drive out those sweet and fra​grant odours that have overpowered the spirits of the sick;  for that
* Or fiery serpents.  So Agatharchidas, in Plutarch, Sjmp. lib. 8, c 9« concerning tb« little serpent*.
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which is good in itself, is profitable and delightful, used moderately and seasonably; but an immoderate enjoyment, and beyond a doe-proportion of time, loses the benefit and advantage of the blessing bestowed.
The capital city of this nation is called Saba*, and stands upon an high hill: they are governed by kings who inherit the crown by descent; yet the honour allowed them by their subjects is such, at that they are in some respects, notwithstanding, in a sort of bondage and slavery: for though they seem to be privileged in this, that they have a sovereign and absolute power in making of laws, and are not to give an account of any of their actions to their subjects; yet they are as unhappy in this, that they are never to stir out of their palace, for if they do, the people stone them to death, for so they are com​manded by an antient oracle.
This nation not only excels all the neighbouring barbarians in wealth, but all other people whatsoever, for plenty of every thing that is accounted precious: for in their traffic, for a thing of a very small weight they receive a greater sum of money than any other merchant! that sell goods for silver.
Being, therefore, that they never were conquered, by reason of the largeness of their country, they flow, as it were, in streams of gold and silver, especially at Saba, the seat-royal of their kings: their vessels, and all their cups are of gold and silver, and likewise their beds, chairs, and stools, have their feet of silver; and all other their household stuff is so sumptuous and magnificent, that it is incredi​ble. The porticoes of their houses and temples are some of them overlaid with gold, and silver statues are placed upon some of the chapiters of the temples. The doors and roofs of their inner rooms are adorned with many golden bowls, set with precious stones. The like wonderful cost they are at throughout their whole buildiog, adorn​ing them in some parts with silver and gold, in others with ivory and precious stones, and other things of great value: for they have en​joyed a constant and uninterrupted peace for many ages and genera​tions, being very far remote from those whose covetousness prompts them to advance their gain by the riches of others.
The sea there is of a very white colour, so that a man may as justly wonder at the strangeness of the thing, as be inquisitive what should be the cause.
Near hereunto are the Fortunate Islands, full of walled towns,
where all the sheep and cattle are exceeding white, and none of the
females bear any horns. The merchants from all parts resort to these
islands, especially from Potana, built by Alexander the Great, upon
* Or Sabe, from S*b», the eldett aoa of Chw.
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the banks of the river Indus, that there might be a commodious port-town for shipping upon those coasts: but of this country and its in​habitants we have said enough.
And now we are not to omit what wonders are seen there in the heavens: what is said of the North Pole* is greatly to be admired, and puts all mariners at a stand: for, during the month which the Athenians call Mtmacterionf, none of the seven stars are seen about the Bear, till the first watch of the night ; and in Poridm%, not till the second: in the following months, few of these (it is said) are aeen by them at sea, nor any of the planets at all. As for the rest, some of them seem to be greater at the time of their rising than they do with us, others not to rise and set in the same manner. Nor that the sun (as with us) enlightens the air upon the approach of its ris​ing, but even while it is dark night, strangely and on a sudden ap​pears, darting forth his refulgent rays: and therefore there both day and sun appear together. They say it rises out of the middle of the sea like a burning coal, and shoots forth great sparks of fire, and ap​pears not in a round form, (as it seems to do with us), but like to a pillar, something thicker than ordinary towards the head; and that it shines not bright, nor casts forth any rays, till one o'clock, but glows like fire in the night, without light; at two o'clock, it resem​bles the form of a shield, and sends forth on a sudden a fiery scorch​ing light, even to admiration. But, near the time of its setting, its effects are contrary; for, during the space of two (or, as Agatharchidas of Cnidus says) three hours before (which is the most pleasant part of the day to the inhabitants) he both enlightens the world by his rays, and abates in Lis heat as he sets by degrees.
The west, south, north-west, and east winds blow here, as in other puts of the world; but the south winds never blow, nor are ever known, in Ethiopia. But in Troglodyta and Arabia, the south winds are so exceeding hot, that they sometimes set whole woods on fire; aad, though the inhabitants run into their cottages for shelter, yet they taint and pine away with heat; therefore north winds are justly judged the best, which run through the whole earth, and are always cool and refreshing.
Having now given an account of these countries, it will well agree frith the coarse of our history, to describe Libya, bordering upon Egypt; for in Cyrene, the Syrtes, and in the midlands, inhabit lour aorta of Africans: those called Nasomoues possess the parts towards flat teath; the Aoehises the west; the Marinarides inhabit that laigtltaet lying between Cyrene and Egypt, as tar as to the sea-coast;
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the Macae, the most populous of all the rest, have their habitation* near the Syrtes.
Some of these beforementioned people are husbandmen, as having fertile lands, fit for all sorts of tillage: others are shepherds and herdsmen, who employ themselves in feeding of cattle, and «"a?n*nJB themselves and families by that means. Both sorts are under a kingly government, not living altogether like wild beasts, or un-civilized. A third sort there is, that are neither subject to any king, nor have any knowledge of good or bad, or regard to right or wrong, but live continually upon spoil and robbery: they make sudden eruptions out of the deserts: these rob and steal whatever is in their way, and then presently make away back to their former lurking holes.
All these rude Libyans lie in the fields in the open air, and lit* like wild beasts, contriving how they may be most cruel: they af​fect neither dainty food, nor civil raiment, but are clothed in goat's skins.
Their princes have neither city nor town, but live in castles near the sides of rivers, where they lay up all their stores. They command all their subjects once a-year to take an oath of allegiance: those that are obedient and observant of them, they protect as friends and asso​ciates: those that refuse to submit, they condemn to die, and prose​cute them with fire and sword, as thieves and robbers. Their arms are suitable to the nature of their country and their own disposition; for, being nimble, and inhabiting a country for the most part cham​paign, they go to the field in times of war, each with their darts, and a bag filled with stones. But they use neither sword nor helmet, nor any other arms, but make it chiefly their business to be quick and nimble in pursuing and retreating; and therefore are very active in running, and slinging of stones, care and continual exercise improv​ing natural habits. They are neither just nor faithful to strangers in any of their compacts.
The country about Cyrene is a fat soil, and very fertile: it not only abounds in corn, but in wine and oil, fruit-trees and pastures, and is watered with many rivers.
But those parts that lie far south are barren and dry, without water, and look like the sea, where there is no variety of objects, but all on every side waste and desert; over which there is no possibility of passing, and therefore there is neither bird nor four-footed beast to be seen, except it be deer or oxen: neither is there so much as any plant, or any thing else for the eye to fix upon; for the parts farther up into the land (for a long way together) are all full of heaps of sand.   And as it is destitute of all things for the support of man's
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life, to it abounds as much in serpents of all shapes and sizes, espe​cially those which they call Cerestes, whose bites are mortal, and they themselves of the same colour with the sand; and therefore, not being discerned or distinguished from the soil, many (treading upon them unawares) run the hazard of losing their lives.
It is reported that this sort of serpents once entered Egypt, and depopulated a great part of the country.
There is likewise a strange and wonderful thing often happens in this country, both in the deserts and that part lying near to the Syrtes, For some time, and most commonly in calm weather, there appear in the air the shapes of divers living creatures, some standing still, others moving, some flying, others pursuing, and are of that monstrous bigness, that they greatly terrify such as are ignorant of the nature of them. Some of them pursue men, and when they take hold of them, a chilliness, with a trembling, seizes upon all parts of their bodies; and therefore strangers, unaccustomed to such things, are ready to fall down dead with fear; bat the natural inhabitants (being used to them) regard them not.
Some natural philosophers endeavour to give a reason for these strange apparitions, which look indeed like mere invented fables: they say that there are never any winds in this country, and if there be any, they are very small and inconsiderable, and that the air is often so wonderfully serene, that it is altogether without the least motion, in regard, that near those parts there are neither woods, deep valleys, nor swelling hills; neither are there any great rivers that ran through the country, nor any sort of grain or other fruits that grow there; and therefore there is nothing from whence any vapours can arise, which are the productive matter of winds. The air, therefore, being thick in this dry and sandy region, the same things happen here in Libya as do upon rainy days elsewhere, where, in the clouds, various shapes and forms may be observed: because the air, being concreted, transforms itself into many shapes, which, being wafted up and down with gentle gales, and with often brush​ing one upon another, are consolidated, and carried about hither and thither.
At leugth, when the air is serene and calm, these phenomena, by their weight, fall to the earth in that shape that each have ac cidentally before received; and being that there is nothing at hand to dissolve it, what sort of living creature soevor it meets with, it cleaves to it.
And as for that motion to and fro which they seem to have (they say) it is not directed by any voluntary faculty; for that it is impos​sible any inanimate things should have a will either jo fly or pursue;
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but the living creatures to which they adhere are the secret causes of their several motions.
For, in their going forward, they drive the air before them, and therefore the spectre, which is made up of air, seems gradually to go forward, and resemble one that flies; and by the rule of contraries, when the body to which it approaches goes back, the resemblances appear as if they pursued j forasmuch as, being but empty and airy images, they are attracted by the more solid bodies; for, by the force of the attraction the other way, they move again towards the fore​parts of the body attracting; and whether the flying animated bodies turn or stand still, the spectre is still with it; and then it is no strange thing, or unreasonable, for the image to dissolve when it joins to a solid animate body, and so, by diffusing itself, to affect it with a chilling cold.
CHAP. IV.
Of the Amazons of Africa, Their acts: rooted out by Hercules; and the Gorgons by Perseus. The AtlanHdes, and the gods among them, Tfte origin of the Titanes, The acts of Boss-lea, or Cybele, said to be born in Phrygia, The origin of Atlas and Saturn, A long account given of Bacchus, and the several Bacchuses there were, A description of the Grotto in ityso, where he was brought up. The building of the temple of Am​man by him. The several Herculeses, The monsters JBgides and Campes killed by Minerva and Bacchus,
HAVING now run over those things before mentioned, it will be pertinent in this place to relate what is reported concerning the an-tient Amazons of Africa: for many have been persuaded into this error, as to believe that there never were any but those that inhabited upon the banks of the river Thermodon in Pontus; but in truth it is quite otherwise, for those in Africa were far more antient and famous than any of the rest.
Though we are not ignorant that the account to be given of these will seem very strange, and a mere novelty to the readers, being that the race of those Amazons were extinct long before the Trojan war; but these viragoes about the river Thermodon nourished not long be​fore these our days: for what wonder is it that the latter (the know-*
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ledge of whom is so fresh) should seem more renowued than the more aotient, who are altogether unknown (through length of time) to the greatest part of mankind?
Forasmuch, therefore, as many things are reported of them both by the antient poets and historians, and also by many later authors, we shall likewise endeavour to give a distinct and orderly account of their actions, following the example of Dionysius, who wrote the his​tory of the Argonauts and Bacchus, and many other actions performed in antient times.
In Africa there was not one race only of women who were famous for valour and warlike exploits i for we are informed that the Gor-gons (against whom Perseus made war) for courage and valour were eminent: how famous and potent they were, may be gathered hence, inasmuch as that son of Jupiter* (the most eminent hero among the Grecians in his time) made choice of this expedition as the greatest and most noble enterprise. And as for the Amazons, of whom we are now about to write, their valour was most eminently remarkable, if we compare them with the greatest spirited women of our own times.
In the western parts of Africa, upon the borders of those tracts that are inhabitable, there were antiently a nation uuder the govern​ment of women, whose manners and course of living were altogether different from ours. It was the custom for those women to manage all matters of war; aud, for a certain time keeping themselves vir​gins, they went out as soldiers into the field, and, after so many years •pent in their warfare, they accompanied with men, for the preser​vation of posterity; but the magistracy, and all public offices, they kept wholly in their own hands, and the men (as the women do with us) looked to the household affairs, submitting to whatever was thought fit to be done by the wives, aud were not upon any terms admitted to intermeddle in martial affairs, or to command, or be in any public authority, which might any ways encourage them to cast off the yoke of their wives.
As soon as any child was born, they delivered it to the father to nurse it up with milk and other meat agreeable to its age. If it were a girl, they seared off its paps, lest they should be burthen some when they grew up, for they looked upon them to be great hindrances in fighting; and from the searing of their paps, the Grecians called them Amazons.
It is reported they inhabit an island called Hisperia, because it lies to the west, near to the morass called Tritoois: this fen, they say, is near to the ocean, which surrounds it, and is. called Titronis,
* Ptneus.
Vol, 1. No. 34.
cc
Digitized by
194
DIODORUS SICULU5.
JbW///.

....       >
-      ■ftming-i ■
        _        I..
from a river that runs into it, called Titron. This morass borders upon Ethiopia, under the greatest mountain in those parts, called by the Grecians Atlas, extending itself to the ocean.
This island, they say, is very large, abounding with all sorts of fruit-trees, which supply the inhabitants with food: that they have many herds of cattle, and flocks of sheep and goats, which feed their possessors both with their milk and flesh: but that they had no sort of corn, for that in those times they knew not what it was.
These Amazons, therefore, for valour eminent above all others, and heated with an ambitious desire of war, first subdued all the ci​ties of this island (except one called Mena, accounted sacred) inha​bited now by the Ethopians, called Ichthophages: it is often scorched with many eruptions of fire, which break out of the earth, and its liowels are enriched with precious stones, which the Grecians call anthraces*, sardesf, and smaragdos?.
Afterwards, having subdued many of the neighbouring Africans and Numidians, they built a great city in the morass Tritonis, which for the shape of it was called Chersonesus.
Then being further instigated by their innate valour aud courage, they attempted greater matters, and invaded many other countries. And first they attacked them upon mount Atlas, a soft sort of people, who enjoyed a rich country full of great cities; among whom (in those parts bordering upon the ocean) the gods first had their ori​gin, as the Grecians fabulously report, of whom a particular ac​count shall be given hereafter.
To tliis end, when Merina was queen of the Amazons, she raised an army of thirty thousand foot, and two thousand horse, for they-were very exact and diligent in training up horses for the war. The armour they wore for coats of mail, were the skins of vast serpents, with which sort of creatures Africa abounds. But for offensive arms, they carried swords, darts, and bows, in which they were so expert, that with these they not only broke their enemies' battalions, but when they pursued them upon their flight, they were sure to hit their mark.
Entering, therefore, the country of the Atlantides, in a battle,
they routed them that inhabited Cercetic, and pursued them so close,
that they entered pell-mell with them that got within the walls, and
took the city: and to strike a greater terror into their neighbours,
they executed horrid cruelties upon the conquered: for they put all
the men to the sword, and having razed the city to the ground, car​
ried away captive all the women and children. The noise of thit
destruction being spread all over the country, the rest of the Allan*
* Carbuncle*.
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tides (being struck with a panic fear) submitted, and delivered Up all their cities: whereupon Merina received them all into her favour, and made a league with tbem, and in the room of that which was destroyed, built another city, calling it after her own name, and peo​pled it with the captives, and with such as were willing to come there to inhabit.
In the mean time being presented by the Atlantides with many rich gifts, and decreeing to her (with a general consent) many high honours, she not only graciously accepted those marks of their kind​ness, but promised she would for the future endeavour to merit the good opinion of the whole nation.
Being, therefore, often infested by their envious neighbours the Gorgons, Merina, to gratify the Atlantides (who addressed themselves to her for that purpose) with an army invaded the country of the Gorgons, where, joining battle with them, the engagement was smart, in which the Amazons got the day, and killed great numbers of their enemies, and took three thousand prisoners; the rest flying into woods, Merina (designing utterly to root up the nation) endea​voured to set the woods on fire; but not being able to effect it, she returned with her army into the confines of her own country, where, by reason of her late victory, being secure and careless in setting her watch, the prisoners killed many of her Amazons with their own swords as they were asleep; but at length, being surrounded by the whole army (fighting it out to the last) they were every man killed upon the spot. Then Merina erected three funeral piles, and burnt up all those of her army that were slain, and raised up as many mounts of earth over them, which are at this day called the Amazon's sepulchres.
The Gorgons, notwithstanding, were afterwards of great power, till the reign of Medusa, at which time they were conquered by Perseus. At length both they and the Amazons were utterly extirpated by Hercules, at the time when he travelled into the western parts, and erected the pillar in Africa. For it was a thing intolerable to him, who made it his business to be renowned all the world over, to suffer any nation to be governed any longer by women.
It is reported, likewise, that by an earthquake the tract towards the ocean opened its mouth, and swallowed up the whole morass Tritonis.
Merina likewise overran a great part of Africa, and, passing into Egypt, made a league with Orus the son of Isis, who then reigned there. Sue made war also upon the Arabians, and destroyed many of them: afterwards, having subdued Syria, the Cilicians met her with presents, and submitted themselves $ whom (upon the account
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they.of their own accord gave up all into her hands) she by an edict ordained to be a free people, and for that reason they are called the free Cilicians to this day. Afterwards, having conquered the nations about Mount Taurus (who were both men of strong bodies and stoat hearts) she descended through the greater Phrygia to the sen*; thence, passing through the maritime tracts, she put an end to her expedition at the river Caicus: out of her new conquests she picked out the most convenient places for the building of cities, and built many there, among others one after her own name; the rest she called after the names of the chief commanders of her army, as Cymes, Pitanes, and Princia, situated upon the sea-coasts; others she built up higher into the continent.
She possessed herself likewise of serveral islauds, particularly Les​bos, where she built Mitylene, calling it after the name of her sister, who went along with her in the expedition. Whilst she was busy in taking other islands, she was endangered by a storm at sea, where, offering up her prayers to the motherf of the gods for deliverance, she was driven upon a certain desert island, which she consecrated to the beforementioned goddess, being admonished so to do by a dream) and there she erected altars, and offered magnificent sacrifices. This island is called Samothrncia, which, according to the Greek dialect, signifies the Sacred Island. But there are some historians that say, it wtis formerly called Samos, and from some Thracians that came to inhabit there, Samothracia. After that the Amazons were returned into the continent, they fabulously report, that the mother of the gods (being delighted with this island) placed there her sons, called the Corybantes. In the records of their sacred mysteries, it is de​clared who was their father; and she herself (they say) taught them the rites and mysteries that are now in use in that island, and insti​tuted and appointed a sacred grove, and an inviolable sanctuary.
About these times (they say) one Mompsus, a Thracian, banished by Lycurgus, king of Thrace, with an army invaded the country of the Amazons: his associate was one Sipylus, who was likewise banished out of Scy thia, bordering upon Thrace. They, with Sipylus and Mompsus, overcame the other in a battle, in which Merina the Amazon queen, and many more of the Amazons, were slain. In pro​cess of time, (after the Thracians had overcome them in several en​gagements), they say, that those that remained of the nations of the Amazons retired into Libya. And such was the end of the Amazo​nian expedition out of Africa.
And now, since we have made mention of the Atlantides, we judge
* The Mediterranean. t Cjbele, or Vejta, the mother of the gods.
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h not impertinent to relate what the Atlantidea fabulously report concerning the genealogy of the gods, not much differing from the sables of the Greeks.
The Atlantides inhabited a rich country bordering upon the ocean, and were esteemed to excel all their neighbours in civil reception and entertainment of strangers; and they boast that the gods were born amongst them, and say that the most famous poet amoogst the Grecians does confirm this their assertion, where be brings in Juno speaking thus..
The etmoat boonde of earth far off I seo,
Where Thetyt and Ocean boo* to be
The parents of the god*.

They say that Uranus was their first king, who caused the people (who then wandered up and down) to dwell in towns and cities, and, reducing them from a lawless and savage course of life, taught them to use and lay up the fruits of the earth, and many other things useful for man's life. It is said he had under his dominion the greatest part of the world, especially towards the west and the northern parts: and that, being much addicted to astrology, he prognosticated many things that were come to pass in the world; and measured the year according to the course of the sun, and the months according to the motion of the moon, and divided the days into hours; and therefore the people, as at tliat time ignorant of the constant motion of the stars, did so admire his prognostications, that it grew into a common opinion among them, tliat he was a god; and, when he was dead, (by reason of his deserts, and art in astronomy), they honoured him as a god.
The starry heaven was called after his name, because that he was so familiarly acquainted with the rising and setting of the stars, and other things happening in the etherial world; and for that his merits transcended all the honours that could be attributed to him, he was called the eternal king of the universe.
They report that this Uranus had five-and-furty children, by seve​ral wives, and eighteen of these were by one Titea, who had each of then a peculiar name, but all in common called Titaoes, from their another Titea, who for her wisdom and beneficence was after her death reputed a goddess by those whom she had obliged by her kind​nesses, and was called Terra.
Of Uranus and Titea were born several daughters, of whom two were most famous above the rest, Basilea and Rhea, by some called Fsndora. Basilea being the eldest (and most prudent and discreet) need vp her brothers with the care and affection of a mother, and tssfjafore wit called the Great Mother.
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After the death of her father, by the general suffrage of the people and consent of her brothers, she was elected queen, being a* yet a virgin, and remarkable for her modesty and chastity. She was long unwilling to marry; Lot afterwards (desiring to leave heirs of her own body to succeed in the kingdom) she married Hyperion* one of her brothers, whom she most dearly loved, by whom she bad two children, Helio* and Selenef, who for their beauty and modesty were the admiration of ail; her other brothers (they say) partly out of envy at the issue, and partly out of fear lest Hyperion should assume the kingdom entirely to himself, committed a notorious wicked act; for, entering into a conspiracy, they assassinated Hyperion, and drowned Helio (then a tender infant) in EridanusJ.
Upon the discovery of this 6ad disaster, Selene, who passionately loved her brother, threw herself down headlong from the house-top; and the mother, while she was seeking for her son at the river side, whh grief fell asleep, and dreamed that she saw Helios standing by her to comfort her, and wished her not to grieve too much, and af​flict herself for the death of her children; for the Titanes should ex​ecute due revenge upon the malefactor, and that he and his sister, by the providence of the gods, were to be deified, so as that which before was called the Holy Fire in Heaven should tlien be called Helios, aud that which before had die name ofMene should then be termed Selene.
When she awaked slie told her dream, and repeated all her mis​fortunes, and then entreated her subjects that they would adore bar deceased children as gods, and that none for the future would coupe near her.
Presently afterwards, in a furious rage of madness, (taking her daughter's gingling gewgaws) she wandered up and down, with her hair dishevelled about her ears; and,playing like a mad woman upon a timbrel and cymbal, she was even a terror to the spectators; and while every body pitied her miserable condition, and some attempted to lay hold of her, there arose on a sudden a terrible storm of rain, thunder, and lightning, and she was never seen after. The people hereupon, admiring this prodigy, began to transfer the name of Helios and Selene (in honour of them) to the sun and the naoon in the heavens; and being persuaded that the mother was a goddess, they erected altars, and (with the noise of timbrels and tinkling of cymbals, and other things agreeable to her circumstances) offered sacrifices, aud instituted other divine rites and ceremonies in honour of her.
But, however, Phrygia is said to be the birth-place of this goddess: • Helio, that is, the tun.       t Selene, that i*, the neeo.       * The rim Po, Ja folj.
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for the inhabitants fabulously report, that Mssones heretofore feigned in Phrygia and Lydia, and that he married Dtadytna, and upon her begat a daughter, which he unnaturally exposed in the mountain Cybelus: and that there, by a divine providence, leopards and other fierce and wild beasts, nourished the child with their own milk: hut shepherdesses thereabouts, observing what was done, and (admiring the strangeness of the thing) took away the child, and called it, from the place, Cybele. The young lady growing up both in strength awl years, was admired by all for her beauty, modesty, and inge​nuity: for she was the first that invented the pipe, composed of many reeds, and the timbrel and cymbal, in sports and dances: she taught likewise how to cure (by purging) diseases both in children and cattle.
Fbr her extraordinary love to children, whom she often restored to health, by singing and lulling them in her arms, she was called by all the Mother of ike Mount*. Marsyas the Phrygian (they say) was very much with her, and the chiefest of all her lovers: this man, it is said, was mighty ingenious, and wonderfully chaste. Hit ingenuity they gather hence, that, imitating the sound of a pipe composed of many reeds, he found out how one single pipe might make the ssme harmony: and as an argument for'his chastity (they say) he never had to do with any woman all the days of hit life/
Cybele being now ripe of years, loved a young man, one of the na​tives, first called Atys,afterwards Papas: this youth she accompanied with, and was got with child, about which time she was owned by her parents, and received by her father into his palace, as a virgin; but being afterwards informed of the miscarriage of his daughter, caused Atys and her nurses to be put to death, and their bodies to lie exposed without burial: whereupon (they say) Cybele (through the love she bore to the young man, and overwhelmed with grief for her nurses, fell into a furious madness, and ran out into the fields Where, all alone, with her hair about her ears, she filled Hie whole country with the noise of her timbrel, and her wailing and lamenta​tions. But Marsyas, pitying her miserable condition, and prompted thereunto by the remembrance of his antient love and kindness he had for her, followed her wherever she went; and coming together at length to Bacchus in Nysa, found there Apollo, then in great es​teem for his skill in playing upon the harp, invented by Mercury. There Marsyas contended with Apollo who should be accounted the greatest artist, and the Nysians were to be the judges. And first Apollo played only upon his harp.   But Marsyas, as soon as he had
* Mater monUns
Digitized by
900
diodorus sicutus.
Book lit,
winded his hautboy (tickling their ears with the novelty of the melody, and the sweetness of his notes) seemed far to excel his rival. Then tbey made a match that they should both make a second trial of their skill before the judges: Apollo, therefore, leading the way, first be-? gan as before, and added to the melodiousness of his harp the har​mony of his voice, and by that means gained the victory over the ap​plause formerly won by the hautboy. At which Marsyas was in a rage, and said, that he was highly injured in not being allowed the pre-; eminence, for that they ought to judge by the art in playing, and not in the voice and in singing, and that according to that rule, trial should be made, and judgment given concerning the melody and harmony between the harp and hautboy; and that it was unjust to lay in the balance two arts against one. To which, it is said, Apollo an​swered, that he did no more than the other; for that Marsyas did the same thing, when he tuned his hautboy with his breath, and therefore, either both ought to be allowed the same privilege, or both should be restrained from making use of their moutlis, and their hands only should be the instruments of evidencing the excellency of their art and skill. What Apollo said seemed most just and reasonable to all the auditors. Then there was a third contest between them, in which Marsyas was again overcome ; but Apollo was so incensed with his vying with him, ttert he flayed him alive: but presently after he was so sorry for what he had done, that he broke in pieces all the strings of his harp, and destroyed that music which he himself had invented. But it was afterwards revived; for the muses restored the meane, Linus the string called the tenor, and Orpheus and Thamy-ris the two strings called the base, and next to the base.
They say that Apollo consecrated both the Iiarp and hautboy to Bac​chus, and left them in his cave; and afterwards, falling in love with Cybele, wandered up and down with her as far as to the Hyperbo​rean mountains*.
And whereas there was a plague and famine in Phrygia, the Phry​gians inquired of the oraclef how they should be freed from the ca​lamity they lay under, it is said the god commanded them to bury Atys, and adore Cybele as a goddess.
The Phrygians, therefore, (because they could not find any part of his body, through length of time since he was killed) made a sta​tue for him, which they followed as to his burial, with howling, la​mentations, and other honourable ceremonies proper for his funeral, and so made an atonement for their former offence; which solemnity
* Hjperborcan signifies *ery far north, bj which the autientt bm to <xpre» the fur* thett part* of the world. t Of Apollo at Delphoa.
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they constantly observe to this very day, and offer yearly sacrifices to Cybele, who formerly erected altars to the gods there. In honour of this Cybele, they built a magnificent temple in Pessinunte, a city of Phrygia, and instituted solemn sacrifices aud divine worship to her, which work was advanced by the assistance of king Midas. They placed leopards and lions standing by the statue of the goddess, be​cause it was generally believed she was nursed up by them. And these are the things which the Phrygians and the Atlantides, the in* habitants of the coasts bordering on the ocean, do report of this mo​ther of the gods.
After the death of Hyperion, they report that the children of Coelus* divided the kingdom amongst themselves; amongst whom Atlas and Saturn were the most renowned. The country bordering upon the ocean fell by lot upon Atlas, who called the people there Atlantides, and the greatest mountain in the world Atlas, after his own name.
They say that he was an excellent astrologer, and was the first that discovered the knowledge of the sphere; whence arose the common opinion, that he carried the world upon his shoulders; noting, by this fancy, his invention and description of the sphere. The most emi​nent among his many sons was Hesperus, for piety towards the gods, and justice and kindness towards his subjects. Being upon the top of Mount Atlas, to observe the motion of the stars, he suddenly va​nished in a tempest. The people hereupon, much lamenting the loss of him, that they might for ever honour him, called the brightest star in the heavens after his namef.
Atlas likewise had seven daughters, who were all called after their father's name, Atlantides; but their several proper names were Main, Electra, Taygeta, Asterope, Merope, Halcyone, and Celseno. All these were got with child by several heroic princes, and even by some of the gods themselves, and bore divers sons, who were the first an​cestors of several nations, and for their virtuous qualifications were afterwards called gods and demi-gods.
So Maia, the eldest, was got with child by Jupiter, and bore Mercury, the inventor of many arts aud sciences for the use of mankind.
All the rest, likewise, had sons who were famous in their times, some of which gave beginning to whole nations, others to some par​ticular cities: and therefore not only some of the barbarians, but likewise some among the Greeks, refer the origin of many of the antient heroes to these daughters of Atlas: for they were iu great re​putation for wisdom and justice;  and therefore, wheu they wera
* Uranus.
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dead, wf re adored as goddesses, and fixed in the constellation of the Pleiades*.
Nymphs were commonly called Atlantides, because nymphs is * general term in this country applied to all women.
They say that Saturn, the brother of Atlas, was extraordinarily pre* phane and covetous; and, marrying; his sister Rhea, he begat Jupiter, afterwards surnamed Olympus. There was another Jupiter, the bro* ther of Ccelus, and king of Crete, but much inferior for glory and re​nown to the latter: for this latter was lord of the world; but the an-tient Jupiter was only king of the island before-named, and had ten sons, whom they called Curetes, and called the island Ida, after the name of his wife, where he himself was buried, the remains of whose sepulchres are to be seen at this day.
However, the Cretans relate several stories of these Juptters, of whom we shall write distinctly when we come to their history.
Saturn reigned (they say) over Sicily, Africa, and Italy, and en​larged his dominion over all the western parts of the world, and by garrisons and strong forts placed in convenient places, kept his sub​jects every where within the bounds of their duty: and hence h is, that at this very day, in the western parts of Sicily, the high mounts still to l»e seen here and there are called Croniaf.
Jupiter (they say) was the son of Saturn, who, contrary to what his father did before him, carried himself justly and courteously to​wards all, and therefore he was called Father by all his subjects. He succeeded in the kingdom, either as given up to him by his father, or set u|K>n the throne by his subjects, out of hatred to his father: and though Saturn afterwards, by the help of the Titans, made war upon his son, yet Jupiter overcame him in a battle, and so gained the kingdom; and afterwards he ran through the whole world, doiug good to all mankind: and because he was of a strong body, and endowed with all virtuous qualifications of mind, he easily conquered the whole world. He chiefly made it his business to punish the impious, and to do good to all his people; and therefore (after he left the world) he was called Zena%, from life, because he was the first that taught men to live well: and therefore they of whom he had deserved well rewarded him with this honour, that he was unanimously by all placed in the highest heavens, and called a god, and supreme lord of all the earth. And this is the full account (distinctly related) of all the gods mentioned and recorded by the Atlantides.
And forasmuch as before, in the account we gave of the Egyptian
antiquities, we came, in the course of the general history, to the ge​
nealogy of Bacchus (whom the Greeks call Dionysius) and his acts—,
* Tb« seven stan.
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We coocetve it fit here to add what the Grecians have delivered to posterity concerning this god: bat in regard the antient fabulous historians and poets have given different accounts of Bacchus, and have related many monstrous stories, it is very difficult to set forth truly his genealogy and acts. For some say there was but one Dio-nysius9, others that there were three. But some say there never was any such man, but conceive that wine is to be taken for Dioinsius. We shall, therefore, in short run over distinctly what is said by every one of them.
The naturalists who speak of this god, and call wine Bacchus, say, that the earth, amongst other plants, naturally produced the vine, and that it was not planted or found out at the first by any whatsoever. In confirmation whereof, they instance in wild vines, which in many places at this day bear grapes of themselves, as well as if they were husbanded and improved by the care and industry of men: and that Bacchus was by the antieots called Simeterf, because, when the vine is planted in the earth, and begins to grow, that is to be esteemed the first birth; the second, when it shoots forth branches, and puts forth fruit, and brings tbera to ripeness and perfection: and so the first birth of this god is to be judged to proceed from the earth, and the second from the vine itself.
The fabulous writers likewise feign a third generation of Bacchus, that he was the son of Jupiter and Ceres, and that some men of the earth pulled him in pieces, and boiled his parts; and that Ceres ga​thered his members together again, and renewed and revived him. Which fictions the natural philosophers explain according to narural reason; for he is said (they say) to be the son of Jupiter and Ceres, because the viue is nourished by the earth and the rain from heaven, and so produces fruit; whence comes wine, by pressing of the grape. That the boiling of his members, signifies the operation of making the wine, which many boil to render it more strong and fragrant. That his members were pulled in pieces by earthly men afterwards, and joined together again, and he restored to his former state, de​notes no more, but that, after the vintage and pruning of the vines at the season of the year, the earth causes them to flourish again, and to be as fruitful as ever they were before. For it is certain, that by Ceres the antient poet* and other fabulous authors meant the mother earth: and agreeable hereunto are those things that art* delivered in the verses of Orpheus, and which are exhibited in the celebration of the sacred mysteries, which it is not lawful for any ordinary person particularly to treat of.
In the same manner the naturalists explain his being the son of
• Bacchus.
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Semele; for they say that the earth was by the antients called Thioa and Semele; Semele*, because the worship of this goddess was splendid and pompous: and Thyont, from the frequent sacrifice! which were offered to her.

He is feigned to be begotten of Jupiter twice, because, it being supposed that the viues, with other plants, were destroyed in Deu​calion's flood, and that it afterwards sprung up again; therefore, when this god appeared again, as if he had spruug up by a second birth, he was feigned to be born out of Jupiter's thigh. And these are the opinions of them who take Bacchus for nothing else but the use and strength found out to lie iu wine.

But those fabulous authors that say this god was a man, unani​mously attribute to him the finding out and first planting of the vine, and every thing that belongs to the use of wine. But whether there were more than one of that name, they differ among themselves. Some affirm there was but one, and this very Bacchus who taught the use of wine, and gathering of grapes, and with an army overran the whole world, and first instituted the rites and festivals of the Bac​chanalia, Some (as 1 have before declared) have affirmed, that there were three that lived at several times, and have given an account of the actions of each of them.

Of whom (they say) the most anticnt was bom in India, and there​fore, in regard that country (through the temper of the climate, and richness of the soil) naturally produced vines, they affirm he was the first that taught the way of pressing of grapes, and found out the use of wine; and employed himself likewise in pruning of fig-trees, and other fruit-trees of a larger size, and taught others the same art: and in conclusion, that he found out whatever appertained to the vine. And hence he was called the PrcsserJ, and the Bearded, because it is the custom among the Indians to let their beards grow all their days without cutting them.

This, they say, is the Bacchus that overran the whole world with his arms, and found out the manner of planting of vines, and the pressing of grapes with wine-presses, and hence was surnamed Lenteits, as before) and imparted what he had discovered to others; by which advantages he so gained the hearts and respects of all meu, that when he was dead, they adored him with divine honours. At this day they shew the place of his birth in India, and many cities there in their own proper language called after his name. Many other things they relate of this Indian Bacchus, which is too tedious here to rehearse.

• From the Greek wwd Semne, which tipitfes f*mi       HMttM^: u« t Called by the Greeki Thyiki tad ?*••
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Another Bacchus (they say) there was who was the son of Jupiter and Proserpina, or as some think, of Ceres. This they say, was the Brat that taught how to plough with oxen, when men before tilled the ground with their own handy labours, and invented many other things useful for the art of husbandry, that the countryman might not be overlaid with his labours. By these advantages and benefits to man​kind, he gained suoh reputation and esteem, that he was by all ador​ed as a god, and divine worship and solemn sacrifices were offered in honour of him. In all his images and statues he was painted and engraven with horns, as well to signify the nature of this second Bacchus, as to denote how great a benefit and advantage accrued to the husbandmen by the invention of the plough.
A third Bacchus they say, was born at Thebes in Boeotia, of Ju​piter and Semele, the dauther of Cadmus; for Jupiter being in love with her, by reason of her extraordinary beauty, is said frequently to lie with her; at which Juno was so inflamed with jealousy, that she resolved to be revenged upon the girl, and to this end, (minding to deceive her), she appeared in the shape of one of her servants, and persuaded Semele, (who never suspected any sinister design), that it was very fitting that Jupiter should lie with her in the same splen​dour, and glorious appearance as he did with Juno: whereupon Se​mele over-persuaded Jupiter, that he would honour her in his ad​dresses in the same manner as he did Juno; upon which he visited her in thunder and lightning, which killed the young lady, causing her to miscarry, and Jupiter forthwith clapped up the infant within his thigh, and when he was come to the full time of his birth, he conveyed him to Nysa in Arabia, where being nursed by nymphs, lie was called from his father and the place Dionysius*. Being a very beautiful young man, he spent the time of his youth in dancing, plays, and all manner of sports and pleasures with young women.
Afterwards he got together an army of women armed with lances, and adorned with garlands of flowers, and marched with them through all parts of the world, teaching men his misterious rites and cere​monies, yet imparting them only to those that lived virtuously and piously. He every where likewise instituted festival days, and general meetings for sports and dancings, and composed differences both in cities and countries; and instead of wars and seditions, established peace and concord amongst them. And when the noise of his com​ing to any place was spread abroad, and how kind he was to all, and how great a benefactor he was in improving and civilizing the man​ners of men, they ran out flocking from all parts to receive him. But some few proud and impious persons despised him, and gave
* In Greek, Dis ii Jupilcr, and Njsa, the place $o called.
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forth that he carried women along with him to gratify bit htm, and that he' taught his rites and ceremonies merely to commit whore​dom with strange women; but of these he took a speedy revenge; lor whenever be exerted his divine power in punishing the wicked, sometimes he struck them with madness, and at other times caused them to be torn in pieces by the hands of the women; and some​times by his sovereign skill in martial affairs, caused his enemies suddenly to be slain. For instead of the lances, he ordered his Bac​chantes to carry darts wrapt round with ivy at the points, with which (on a sudden and unexpectedly) they assaulted and wounded todeatb the kings that were ignorant of the stratagem, and therefore des​pised and contemned them, because they were women.
Amongst them that were punished by him, the most considerable and eminent were Pentheus the Grecian, and Myrrhanus the Indian king, and Lycurgus of Thrace. For Bacchus intending to transport his forces out of Asia into Europe, made a league with Lycurgus king of Thrace, whose country was washed by the Hellespont. As soon as Bacchus had transported his Bacchantes into the country, one of his allies (as he thought Lycurgus) commanded his soldiers to set upon Bacchus and all his mad crew in the night, and to cut them all o£ Of which Bacchus being informed by one of the inhabit tants, called Tharops, he was not a little amazed, because he had but m lew with him, the strength of his army being on the other side of the Hellespont; upon which be himself secretly passed over to bin army: but Lycurgus in the mean time cut the throats of all bis Bacchantes that were left behind, in a place called Nisius. As soon therefore as Bacchus had transported his forces, he fought theThra-cians, and overcame them; and having taken Lycurgus prisoner, first plucked out his eyes, and after he had put him to all sorts of torments he could derise, and used him with all the coutempt and disgrace imaginable, he nailed him to the cross. Afterwards, in re​compense to Tharops for the kindness shewed him, he advanced him to the kingdom of Thrace, and taught him the manner of celebrating the mysteries of his solemnities celled Orgia.
CEagrus the son of Tharops, succeeded his father in the long-dom, being instructed by bim in the same mysterious rites and cere-' monies. CEagrus afterwards taught them Orpheus his sen, who (being eminent for his learning and ingenuity) changed many things} in the Orgia. Hence those rites and mysteries first institntei by Bacchus were afterwards called Orphea>
But some of the poets, among whom is Antimachas, say, Lyes*** gus was not king of Thrace, but of Arabia; and that he trencher* ously set upon Bacchus and his Bacchantes in Nysa- in Arabia: and
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farther relate, that Bacchus having every where punished the wicked ond rewarded the good, returned out of India, mounted upon an elephant, into Thebes; and because he spent three years in his ex​pedition, the Grecians celebrate the festivals called Trieterica. And report, that being loaden with the spoils of so great an expedi​tion, he was the first that was brought in triumph into the country. These are the genealogies of Bacchus, according to the unanimous consent of all the ancients.
But many of the cities of Greece contend for the place of bit birth; for the Eleans, Naxians, and the inhabitants of Eleuthene, the Teians, and many others, appropriate his birth each particularly to themselves. A nd the Teians, for confirmation of what they say, bring this argument, that there is a spring in their city, which at some certain times streams forth most rich and fragrant wine: and as to the rest, some of them shew parcels of land dedicated to him; and others (from ancient tradition) sacred groves and consecrated tem​ples, But in truth, since this god has left behind him many tokens of his beneficence, and likewise of his personal presence in most ports of the world, it is no wonder that every one affirms that bit own country and city was the place that was most especially dear to Bacchus.
The poet in his hymns confirms what we have before declared, where, speaking of those that doubt the place of his birth, brings bin in as born at Nysa in Arabia in this manner-Some Dracanos, Icarus some, some Naxos name, Places from which the divine Bacchus came, From Thebes some, and from thy curling streams, Alphseus, others »*y: all sillj dreams. Thee, father Jove, in secret brought to light, Fearful of men's, and his fair Juno's sight, On Njrsa's mount adorn'd with pleasant woods, Far from Phoenician coasts, near Egypt's floods.
Yet I am not ignorant that the Africans inhabiting the sea-coasts,. do themselves challenge the birth-place of this god, and say that what things are reported to be done by him were done among them, sod shew many marks and signs to prove what they say, which re​main among them to this very day: and in further confirmation hereof many of the antient historians and poets, and likewise a great port of the modern writers do agree in this thing concerning him.
And that we may not omit any thing that is said of Bacchus, we shall range under distinct heads what the Africans have related con​cerning bun, and wherein the Grecian historians have agreed with them,  sod lastly, what account is given of him by Dionysius,
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who composed a history of the antient stories and fables: for he has written a history of Bacchus, of the Amazons, of the expedition of the Argonauts, and the war of Troy, and many other things j annex​ing thereunto several poems of the antient mycologists and poets. He says that Linus was the first that invented rhimes and musk in Greece: and that Cadmus brought letters out of Phoenicia, and was the first who taugnt the Grecians to pronounce them, and gave them their several names, and formed their distinct charac​ters: hence these letters are all generally called Phoenician let​ters, because they were brought over out of Phoenicia into Greeeer but they were afterwards called Pelasgian characters, because the Pelasgians were the first that understood them after they were brought over. He says that this Linus, being an excellent poet and musi​cian, had many scholars, amongst whom there were three that were the most famous, Hercules, Thcmyris, and Orpheus* Hercu​les learnt to play upon the harp, but was very dull and unapt to learn, insomuch, that he was sometimes boxed and beaten, at which he was at length so enraged,that he killed his master by a blow with his harp. Thcmyris was very ingenious, and gave himself wholly to music: and grew so eminent therein, that he would boast he could sing more sweetly and melodiously than the Muses themselves; at which the goddesses were so enraged, that they both deprived him of his art, and struck him blind besides, as Homer affirms in these verses:

TlK-myris then by th' Muses was envied And of his art tbe Thraciau they depriv'd.
And then again:

Tli'enraged goddesses then struck him blind That th* way to ting or play be could not find,
Of Orpheus, the last of his scholars, we shall speak more parti​cularly when we come to what concerns him.

This Lin us (they say) wrote in Pelasgian letters, the acts of the first Bacchus, and left other stories in his writings behind him. Or​pheus, likewise, it is said, used the same characters, and Pronapides, Homer's master, an ingenious musician. Thymaetes also, the son of Thymsetus, the son of Lcomedon, who lived in the time of Orpheus, and travelled through many parts of the world, as far as to the west​ern parts of Libya to the very ocean: this Thymaetes visited likewise (they say) Nysa, the place where Bacchus was brought up, as is re​ported by the antient inhabitants; where being instructed by the Nysiansxhe wrote a poem called Phrygia, of the particular actions of this god, in very old language and character. Amongst other things, he says, that Amnion, a king, reigning in some part of Li-
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byt, married Rhea the daughter of Coelus, sister of Saturn and the other Titans; and that when he came first to the kingdom, he met with a beautiful virgin called Amalthaea, upon the Ceraunean* mountains, and falling in love with her, begat a son of her, who was afterwards famous and admirable both for strength and comeli​ness of person 5 afterwards he made Amalthsea queen of the neigh​bouring nations, which in its situation being in shape of an ox's horn, was therefore called the Western Horn, and that the soil is so very rich, that it abounds with vines and all other sorts of fruit-trees. Being possessed of this country, she called it after her own name, Amalthaea's Horn. And therefore posterity call every rich piece of land that abounds with fruit-trees, Amalthsea's Horn.
But Ammon fearing the rageful jealousy of Rhea, concealed his adultery, and privately sent away the child afar off to the city Nysa,' which lies in an island almost inaccessible, surrounded by the river Triton, into which there is but one strait and narrow entrance, called the Nysian gates.
The land there is very rich, abounding with pleasant meadows, gardens, and orchards, watered on every side with refreshing streams; wherein grow all sorts of fruit-trees and vines, which grow of them​selves, for the most part running up on the sides of trees. A gentle, cooling and refreshing wind pierces through the whole island, which makes the place exceeding healthful, so that the inhabitants live-much longer here, than any in the neighbouring countries. The first entrance into the island runs up a long vale, shaded all along with high and lofty trees, so thick, that only a dim and glimmer​ing light passes through; but the fiery beams of the sun enter not in the least to offend the passenger. In passing along, issue ma​ny sweet and crystal springs, so that the place is most pleasant and delightful to them that have a desire there to divert themselves. When you are out of this vale, a pleasant and very large grotto, of a round form, presents itself, arched over with an exceeding high and craggy rock, bespangled with stones of divers resplendent colours; for, being chequered, some sparkled with purple rays, some with azure, and others darted forth their refulgent beauty in divers other colours, no colour being ever known but might be seen there. At the entrance grew trees of a strange and wonderful nature, some bearing fruit, others always green and flourishing, as if they had been created by nature to delight the sight: in these nested all sorts of birds, whose colour and pleasing notes, even ravished the senses with sweet delight: so that all the place around imparted a sort of divine pleasure, not only to the eye, but the ear; the sweetness of natural
* In Asia* dmt the Caspian tta.
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notes far excelling the artificial harmony of all other music whatso​ever.    Passing through this, appears a large and spacious grotto, In every part enlightened by the bright rays of the sun: here grow va​rious sorts of flowers and plants, especially cassia, and others that perpetually preserve their sweet odours in their natural strength* Here are to be seen the many pleasant apartments of the nymphs, (composed of various flowers, planted in that order by wise nature's hand, and not by man's art) fit to receive even the gods themselves* Within all this pleasant round, is not a flower or leaf to be seen withered, or in the least decayed; so that the spectators are not only! delighted with the sight, but even transported with the pleasures of the fragrant smells and sweet odours of the place.
To this cave the child was brought by Ammon, and committed to the care of Nysa, one of the sisters of Aristseus, to be brought up; but ordered Aristaeus himself tube his tutor, who was a prudent, honest, and very learned man: and that the child might be the bet​ter secured against the mischievous contrivances of his stepmother Rhea, to these was joined Minerva, to be his guardian, whom the river Triton, they say, brought forth a little before these times; and therefore from thence she was called Tritonides*.    They report that this goddess lived a virgin all her days, and that being likewise en-dued with extraordinary wisdom, she found out many arts and sci​ences; and that her strength of body, and manly courage was such, that she employed herself in feats of arms, and went out to the wars. Amongst her other actions, this was one remarkable, that she killed -/Egides a terrible monster, before esteemed invincible.    It was the birth of Terra, and (in an horrible manner) naturally breathed forth flames of fire at her mouth.   This monster first appeared in Phrygia, and burnt up the whole country, which is therefore called burnt Phry​gia at this day.    Afterwards, she bent her course to the places about mount Taurus, and burnt and destroyed ail the woods and forests all along, as far as to India: thence she moved towards the sea-coasts, aud burnt down the cedars upon mount Libanus in Pheenicia: thence passing through Egypt, she burnt up Libya, as far as to the western shore, till at length she set on fire all the woods upon the Cerau-nian mountains.    The earth being thus all in a flame, and the inha​bitants partly consumed, aud partly through fear, having forsaken their couutry, Minerva (they say) emineutly furnished both with wisdom and courage, killed this monster; and wore its akin upon her breast, to be both as a breast-plate and coat of mail against future encounters, and likewise as a memorial of her valour and glo​rious victory. * Or Triloangcaci, because sbc first appeared in • virgin's habit at the river Triton.
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TWra, the mother of this monster, being hereat enraged, in revenge tynnight forth the giants, those implacable enemies of 'the gods, which wefe afterwards destroyed by Jupiter, with the assistance ef Minerva, Bacchus, and other deitie9.
But as for Dionysius, bred up in Nysa* and instructed in the most learned arts and sciences, he grew not only eminent for the strength and beauty of his body, and endowments of his mind, but for his in​ventions of dungs useful for man's life. For, while he was but as yet a mere boy, he found out the nature anttase of wine, discovering the pressing of the clusters of the vine, and drying of the grapes, to the end to store th«*m up for future use. He found out, likewise, what ground was most proper for the planting of every thing, and in hopes of attaining unto immortal honour for the great benefits and ad-vantages of those things by him discovered, he communicated his in​ventions to mankind.
When his fame and glory was noised abroad in every place, Rhea, (it is said), enraged at Ammon, endeavoured to seize Dionysius: bat being disappointed in her design, she forsook Ammon, and, returning to her brothers the Titans, married her brother Satnrn, who, at the instigation of Rhea, with the other brothers, made war upon Ammon, and in a buttle routed him. That Ammon, by reason of famine, was forced (o fly into Crete, and married Geta, one of the daughters of the Cnretes, then reigning there, and witli her gained the sovereignty ot the island, and called it after his wife's name Geta, which was before called Id«a.
Saturn, thev say, having gained the kingdom of Ammon, governed cruelly, ttnd marched with an army to Nysa, against Dionysius, who, hearing of the routing of his father, and the confederacy of the Titans against him, raised soldiers in Nysa, two hundred of which were bretf up with him, who, as they were eminent for valour, so they were great lovers of Dionysius. He confederated, likewise, with the neigh​bouring Libyans, Africans, and the Amazons, of whom We have be​fore related, that they were both valiant, and used to send great forces abroad into other countries, and had brought many parts of the World under their dominion. They were brought (they say) into this con​federacy chiefly for the sake of Minerva, who pursued the same way and course of life as they did; for the Amazons were both warriors and virgins. The army with Dionysius was divided into two bodies, the men commanded by him, and the women by Minerva; and in/ this order they made a violent charge upon the Titans: the engage​ment was very hot, and great numbers fell on both sides; at lengthy upon a wound given to Saturn, Dionysius gained the day, Who* sig​nalized his valour in this battle above all others,   TheTHans th^a,
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fled to the places formerly belonging to Ammon, and Dionysius, with a great number of prisoners, returned to Nysa, where he surrounded them with his soldiers, and then, in an harangue, accused the Titans; so that all thought they must every man be put to the sword: but forthwith pardoning them all, he gave them liberty either to go home, or to take up arms with him: upon which they all chose to serve him, and upon the account of their sudden and surprising deliverance, all adored him as a god. Then, giving to each of them a cup of wine, as a sacred pledge of their fidelity, he caused them man by man to swear that they would serve him faithfully, and fight for him to the end of the war.
This rite and ceremony of pledging their faith on both sides, by
pouring out and drinking of wine, being then first begun, was after​
wards imitated by posterity, and truces and leagues in times of war
were called Libations*.
•
Dionysius afterwards undertaking a war against Saturn, and march​ing out of Nysa with all his forces for that purpose, they report that Aristaeus his tutor was the first that, with great solemnity, offered sacrifices to him as to a god. It is said the noblest of the Nysaaans, called Sileni, were his companions. For Silenus was the first that reigned in this island, who is so very antieut, that none knows his origin: and forasmuch as he had a tail growing out at his ramp, his posterity, partaking of his nature, had the same badge. Diony​sius therefore marched away with his army, and, (after much toil aud hazard for want of water, passing through many deserts infested with wild beasts), came at length toZabirnaf, a city of Libya, and there encamped: near to this place he killed the monster (the spawn of Terrat, called Campe), which had destroyed many of the inhabi​tants, for which he was in high reputation among the people for fab valour. He raised a mount of earth over this monstrous beast he had killed, to the end to leave an everlasting monument of his valour to posterity, which remains to this very day. Thence he marched against the Titans, causing his army to pass quietly and orderly through all places, carrying himself courteously and civilly towards all, assuring every body that he undertook this expedition for no other reason but to punish the impious, and benefit all mankind: so that the Libyans, admiring his good order and discipline, and the greatness, of his mind, largely supplied his army with provision, and freely joined with him as confederates.
And now approaching near to the city of Ammon, he routed Saturn
again before the walls, who afterwards set the city on fire in the night,
with a purpose to destroy the antient palace of Ammon, and he him-
* Driak offerings,
t Zacira.
| Tbe earth Booster, Cwpe,
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ielf, with his wife Rhea, and others of his distressed friends, secretly fled out of the city. But Dionysius was nothing like to him io his temper; for he not only pardoned Saturn and Rhea, whom he had taken prisoners, upon the account of being his kindred, but entreated them that for the future they would, as his parents, love him, and live with him as his choicest and most beloved friends; so that Rhea loved him all her life long as dearly as her own son, but the love of Saturn was deceitful*. About this time Saturn and Rhea had a son born, called Jupiter, who was advanced to many places of honour by Dio​nysius, and afterwards became king, upon the aqcount of his virtuous qualifications.
The Africans had informed Dionysius before the fight, that Amnion at the time he was driven out of his kingdom, foretold, that after a cer​tain time bisson Dionysius would recover bis father's kingdom, and that he should enlarge his dominion over the whole world, and should be adored as a god. Dionysius hereupon, concluding that the prophecy would certainly take effect, he built a temple and a city to his father, and having ordered him to be worshipped as a god, constituted priests for the oracle.
It is reported that Arnmoo was pourtrayed with a ram's head, be* cause he always wore a helmet in the wars of that shape.
There are some that report he had horns naturally growing out at his temples; and hence it is, that his son Dionysius is represented in the same manner; and modern authors do deliver it as a most certain truth, that this god was homed.
When he had built the city, and settled the oracle, they say, he first consulted with this new god, concerning his intended expedi​tions, and that his father answered him, that by doing good to all mankind, he should attain to an estate of immortality. Being thus encouraged, he first invaded Egypt, and made Jupiter, the son of Saturn and Rhea, king of the country, though he was then but a boy: but appointed Olympus his assistant and tutor, by whose instructions he attained to a high degree of virtue and noble endowments, and thence was called Jupiter Olympus.
Dionysius was said to have taught the Egyptians the manner of planting, and use of the vine, and to keep and store up wine, apples*, and other fruits* His fame was now so noised abroad in every place, that none durst oppose him, hut all submitted of their own accord, and with praises and sacrifices adored him as a god. Passing thus (they say) through the whole world, he planted and improved the countries all along as he went, and by his good acts obliged all man​kind to a grateful remembrance, by rendering him immortal houour:
* Acorm, qr cnha.
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and whereas all men have divers sentiments of the rest of the gods, yet they all agree in the immortality of Bacchus: for there is neither Greek nor barbarian, but have tasted of his grace and bounty; yea, even those that inhabit the most barren countries, altogether tmfit for the planting of vines, learnt of him how to make drink of barley, little inferior in deliciousness of taste to wine.
They say, moreover, that Dionysius with a swift march hastened oat of India to the sea*, and there found the Titans passing over with great forces into Crete, against Ammon. And whereas Jupiter in the mean time had brought over forces out of Egypt to the assistance of Ammon, and a great war was broke out in that island, Diooytliis forthwith, together with Minerva and others (reputed to be gods) transported aids to them in Crete. Hereupon was fought a greet bat​tle, wherein the Dionysians were victors, and the Titans were every man cut off.
After Ammon and Bacchus were translated to a state of immorta​lity, (and all the Titans now utterly extinct) Jupiter became lord of the universe, none daring to be so impious as to oppose him.
These are the things which the Libyans say were done by the first Bacchus, the son of Ammon and Amalthsea.
The second Bacchus (they say) was son of Jupiter, by Io, the daughter of lnachus, and reigned in Egypt, and there taught the manner of divine worship and sacrifices.
The third was the issue of Jupiter and Seniele, and was, among the Grecians, a rival of the other two before mentioned: for, making it his business to imitate them, he likewise, with a great army, marched through the whole world, and set up many pillars at the utmost bounds of his several expeditions, and planted and improved likewise the countries as he went. And as the antient Bacchus listed the Amazons into his army, so did this other women. He took, like​wise, much care and pains about the Orgiaand sacred rites ai.d cere​monies, some of which he reformed, and added others. But because of the length of time, the first invention and finding out of things is unknown to many, this last Bacchus only inherits the glory and re​putation belonging to the former, which misfortune not only befel him, but Hercules after him.
For whereas there was antfeutly two of the same name; one of them (and the more antient) is said to have flourished in Egypt, who, having overcome a greap>art of the world, erected a pillar in Africa. The other was horn in fcrete, and was one of the Idcti DactyK; he was*a juggler, bat likewise a good soldier, and institnted the Olym​pic games.
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Hie last was the son of Jupiter, by Alcmena, born a little before the Trojan war: he travelled through many parts of the world to ex​ecute the commands of Eurystheus, and succeeded in all his enter​prises; he erected a pillar in Europe.
His name being the same, and his actions much like to those of
the former, was the occasion that what things were done by the an-
- tient Herculeses, after their deaths were by posterity solely ascribed
to him, as if there never had been any but one Hercules in the
world.
Amongst other evident proofs that there were more than one Dio-nysius, or Bacchus, this very fight of the Titans makes it clear: for it is generally acknowledged, that Diooysius was with Jupiter in the war against the Titans, and they say that it is an absurd and indecent thing to account Semele contemporary with the Titans, and to affirm that Cadmus, the son of Agenor, was more antient than the celestial gods*. And these are the things which, the Libyans relate of Bacchus. Thus, having now performed our pro​mise made at the beginning, we shall here put an end to this third book.
* The godi of Ofympua
